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Terre Haute on parade Vooo oi. 
Local company designs and decorates floats for the USA 


The FIM "E adig is th rd 
second-busiest time of bar in 
the float-decorating business, 
according to a major midwestern 
decorator headquartered in 
Terre Haute. 

“Only Christmas is bigger for 
us," said Jerry Fread of t 
A. Fread Decorating Co. of 874 

ayette Ave, — 

This Fourth, Fread said largest 
assignment for his crew is 
building half a dozen floats for a 
celebration at Champaign, Ill. 

Fread said many organizations 
now buy float-building materials 
and make their own. ‘‘The 
decorating business is better 
than ever because there are a lot 
more celebrations now than their 
used to be," explained Fread. 


Tom Sharai 


“Today little towns will have a 
celebration where in the past 


only the bigger ones did.” 

He said his company used to 
do work in many Westem states, 
but that has been discontinued 
since the death of his brother 
and partner, John. 

Tom Sharai, 71, of 231 S. 
17th St. is now retired, but he 
hammered and sawed scores of 
floats during his 20 years with 
Fread. He has a number of 
memories of those decorating 
days of long ago. 

“We used to eat breakfast 
with Richard Nixon when he was 
running for president,” said 
Sharai of those days in Melvin, 
Ill., north of Champaign-Urbana. 
Sharai was there with a Fread 
crew decorating à float for the 


Nixon campaign. 

“I got a kick out of it because 
the security was so tight," recalls 
Sharai who won't say whether or 
not he voted for Nixon. 

Sharai said Nixon was a good 
breakfast partner back then. "He 
was friendly and a good mixer," 
recalled the retiree who doesn't 
think Nixon was any guiltier than 
most any other big-time 
politician. “He just got caught," 
he said with a laugh. 

Sharai also recalled working 
on floats in Rantoul when Gerald 
Ford was stumping for the 
nation's highest office. 

Sharai also recalls the time he 
helped construct a float for 
Dennis the Menace when the 


i Fe 


legendary bad boy was to 
appear in the Cereal City 
Festival in Battle Creek, Mich. 

Terre Haute has the 
distinction of being home to the 
only two sizable float decorating 
companies in the Wabash 
Valley. Besides Freads, Walter 
Evans of Brazil has also long 
made a living decorating 
communities in a multi-state area 
for their celebrations. 

Sharai said he often was 
dispatched to places such as 
Montana, Kansas, lowa and 
Pennsylvania among them. “A 
good share of our work was out 
West." Jerry Fread’s decorating 
company now confines itself to 
Michigan, Illinois and Indiana. 
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John E. Goins 
We u Boxed 
3 te 7 
Greenwood IN 40142 


September 14, 1979 

4e did not find any of the cutlery companies you mentioned list: 
in our newSpaper clipping files. However, we don't have many 
clippings from the early 190Us. 


we did find the Wabash Cutlery Company, the Indiana Cutlery Uo 
pany, and the Will Roll Bearing Company listed in the Terre !Ja 
city directories. The wabasn Cutlery Co. first appeared in the 
lO9eo2NSLYeStory. X In 1922, 1924, 1925, 1927, and 1929, the entr 
this company was, "wabash Cutlery Co. Thaddeus S. Hibbard, pres 
treas. Walter J. Slattery, vice-pres-sec. 611 N. 22nd." In 1 
the entry vas, "W.J. Slattery, vic-pres-sec. Manufacturers o 
American made high grade pocket cutlery. 811 N. 22nd." 


`» 


In 1932 the Wabash Cutlery Co. was not listed. However, the 
Indiana Cutlery Co. was. ‘he entry read, "Indiana Cutlery ^o. 
4.J. Slattery, vice-pres-sec. 811 N. 22nd." 


In 1934 the“Indiana Cutlery Co. was not listed and the Wabash Cpt 
lery Go. was back in the directory. The entry was the same as i 
19329 M In 1936 neither company was listed. , We do not have direc- 
tories for the missing years. 


This is speculation, but it appears that the companies were one 
and the same as the location and vice-president vere the sane. 
Perhaps the Wabash Cutlery Co. was in financial trouble and tried 
to re-incorporate under a new name. 


ihe Will Roll Bearing Company did not appear in the directories 
unt M20. . In 1920 “and. 1922 the entry read, "Will hob Tearns 
Co. wm. Re Wilson, pres. Ada M. wilson, sec-treas. 215 McKeen Block. 
In 1924 Wm. R. Wilson was the president and treasurer, leaving Ada 
as the secretary, and the company was in 404 Rea Buildings. In ł 
the company was in the Twelve Points State Pank.. In 1927 the co 
pany was not listed, and Wm. R. Wilson was the manager of Genera 
Storage and Transfer. In 1929 Will Roll Bearing was back in bu: 
ness with Wm. R. Wilson as manager and was located at 1254 Maple. 


The company was not listed after 1929, and later directories lis: 
William R. Wilson as a salesman. In 1918 and earlier directories, 
William R. Wilson was listed as the secretary and treasurer of th 
Wabash Manufacturing Company, a toy manufacturing company on the 
north west side of 19th, one north o? Beech. 
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John E. Goins 2 September 14, 1979 


we did not find the U.S. Cutlery Co. listed in these directories. 
After the Wabash Cutlery Co. disappeared from the directories in 
1936, we spot checked other directories into the 1950s but did 
not find U.S. Cutlery. 


If you would like copies of the pages from the city directories, 
our charge for photocopying is 10¢ per page, plus postage. 


Pian VA dhe NAA Cf 


Nancy Sherrill 
Genealogy Librarian 


Business? Dndustry Cwir)- Wabash Cut leny Co, 
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I checked our newspaper clipping file, the miscellaneous card Oo C3 
file, and the index to the various Vigo county histories but did not e S 


find any references to the Indiana Cutlery Co., Wabash Cutlery Co., 
or Thad Hibbard or Walter Slattery, the officers of the company. 


The information from the Terre Haute city directories is as 

follows: 

Wabash Cutlery Co. 

1920 not listed 

1922 Wabash Cutlery Co. Thad S. Hibbard Pres & Treas. Walter 
J. Slater Vice-pres & Sec. Cutlery Mfgrs. 811 N. 22nd at 
Locust - Tel. Wabash 4384 

1924 Same as above 

1925 Wabash Cutlery Co. Thad S. Hibbard pres-treas., Walter 
J. Slattery v.-pres-sec. 811 N. 22nd 

1927 Wabash Cutlery Co. 811 N. 22nd. Thaddeus Hibbard pres- 
treas., Walter J. Slattery v-pres-sec. 

1929 Wabash Cutlery Co. (Inc.) Thaddeus S. Hibbard pres & 
treas., Walter J. Slattery v-pres-sec., mfrs pocket 
cutlery 811 N. 22nd 

1931 Wabash Cutlery Company Inc. W. J. Slattery V.-Pres-Sec. 
Manufacturers of American Made High Grade Pocket Cutlery 
811 N. 22nd. Tel. Crawford 5752 

1932 Indiana Cutlery Co. Inc. W. J. Slattery V.-pres-Sec 
Manufactures of High Grade Pocket Cutlery 811 N. 22nd 

1934 Wabash Cutlery Co. Inc. Thad S. Hibbard Pres. 
Manufacturers of High Grade Pocket Cutlery 811 N. 22nd. 

1936 Not listed under Indiana or Wabash Cutlery Co. 


We do not have city directories for every year. 


Nancy Sherrill 
Genealogy Librarian 
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Typed from printout of story: Terre Haute Tribune pg. 14 col. 1 
Tuesday, March 30, 1920 


LITTLE RED WAGONS KEEP CONCERN BUSY 
Wabash Mfg. Col's Whole Efforts Directed to Turning Out Axa ws 

Children's Wagons and Sleds. ( "m PUBLIC LIBRA 
By Herman A. Collins VE) LUURE: 


N^ 
TAHI HAUTE, NDIA 


Have you ever stopped to think when you saw some little shaver "paddling 
his own canoe," in the form of a small wagon with red wheels and 

yellow varnished body, down the sidewalk, where that four-wheeled 

bundle of joy was made? 

Well, whether you have or not, the chances are that that wagon, 
or one just like it, was made right here in Terre Haute, and, furthermore, 
there is one like it turned out in this city every two minutes of 
every working day in the year. A total of 300 per day, or 90,000 
in the course of a year, complete, packed and shipped to Santa Clause 
patrons all over the United States. 

The Wabash Manufacturing company, located at Nineteenth and Buckeye 
Streets, is the company which puts Terre Haute on the map, so far 8S 
this item is concerned. Besides wagons, juvenile sleds are also 
manufactured, about 15,000 of them last year, with an expected output 


of 50,000 for 1920, if the present plans of the company mature. 

These two items constitute the sole product of the company named 
and have since the company was first established here about nine 
years ago. 

The products of the Wabash Manufacturing company are manufactured 
complete from the raw material, approximately, 1,000,000 feet of umber 
per year--being used in this work.  Spokes and rims for the wheels 
bodies, tongues, and all other wooden parts are sawed at the factory 
from the stock which is kept continually on hand in the yards of th 
factory. The steel tires for the wheels are cut from long strips, 
bent to the proper shape and welded together by means of an acetaline 
welding apparatus. The rims for the wheels are shaped under steam 
heating and placed in moulding presses after which they refain their 
proper shape. 

All metal parts after being dipped are pàaced in the bake 
ovens, where the temperature ranges from 200 to 300 degrees. They 
are left here for a period of from three to four hours, which leavea; 
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‘rected to Turning Out Childrn’s 
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Herman A. Collins. 
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Terre Haute, Indiana 17801 
Dear -Surs: 


My husband recently completed restoration of a wooden coaster 


Wagon that I kelieve is the one I received when I was about four or 
five years old. The’ wagon is called "Wabash Coaster", was made by 
your cOmpany, has à picture o c jefs' head on it and ere 
is also a number 2lO Stamped on it. “The wagon has wooden spoke wheels 
with metal rims. I $elieve I received the coaster in 1927 or 1,9 28s nT 
am writing to you for information as to the age of this Wagon. I was 


convinced that it was the same one that I received as a child and had 
Geen stored in my aunts! garage all of these years, but now some doubts 
have arisen as Several peopie have told me that the wegon has to be much 
older cecaáuse, it has the steel rims on the wheels and that ky the late 


1920's the co&ster wagons Were being built with rubber tires. The igon 
&lso has a wooden hand zrake---the original one wasn't on-the wagon when 
we found it so my husband carved à new one, But everytiing else on the 


coaster is authentic. 


I nope you will we able to give me more information enout tuis 
Coaster às there are many happy memories associated «situ it and there is 
no Way bnat I can prove this is tne same wagon as the one I nad as a child. 
The aunt tnat kept the ion abT of these ye&rs lgm years old, Was hada 
Crippling stroke and is unatle to talk so I will never have the opportunity 
to question her. 


l eagerly hope thut you will te'able to tell me atout my coaster 
and I am looking forward to hearing from you. Thankyou for your time and 
for any information that you may have for me. 
Sincerel 


JW. XL vA [4/271 ¥L 


Mrs. -Rotert) Hahn 
1234 Glenview Avenue 
&uwatos&, Wisconsin 55213 


January 19, 1984 


Ms. Nancy Sherrill 

c/o Vigo County Public Library 
One Library Square 

Terre Haute, Indiana 47807 


Dear Ms. Sherrill, 

Many, many thanks for your research regarding the 
Wabash coaster wagon as the information that you sent to 
me was exactly what I was seeking. Now I know positively 
that this wagon is mine and I am looking forward to having 
many more years of enjoyment from it. 

I was amazed at all the information that you were able 
to g&ther in such a short time and every word in the news- 
paper article described the wagon perfectly. Thanks again. 

I am enclosing a check for $1.00 to cover the cost of 
the photocopies and postage and I hope you will use the change 
to buy a cup of coffee on your next break. 


Sincerely, 


Whe Pd db 


Mrs. Robert Hahn 
1254 Glenview Avenue 
Nauaatosa, Wisconsin 53213 
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August ll, 1984 


Vigo County Public Librery 
One Library Square 

Terre Haute, Indiana 47007 
Attention: Nancy Sherrill 


Dear Ms. Sherrill, 

Last January you answered my questions about the "Wabash 
Coaster" that my husbend had just finished restoring. You were 
nice enough to research tnis wagon and send me photocopies of 
newspaper articles from the Terre Haute Tribune of 1920 which 
contained some very interesting information. I am really grate- 
ful for all of your help so in appreciation I am enclosing vic- 
tures of the restored wagon in hopes thet you will keep these in 
Jour files with all the other articles. 

Everything on the pictured wagon is original with the ex- 
ception of the hand brake. The brake handle was missing and my 
husband tried to make a new one from what little iaformation I 
could recall of it so it may not be an exact replica but it is 
very similar to the original. 

At the time my ausband started the restoration none oi the 
lettering on the coaster was legible but miraculously when he 
ap lied the first coat of varnish the original lettering seemed 
to raise right up out of the wood. We were so thankful as this 
made it possible for us to contact you and really get the actual 
information. 

I hope these pictures will be of help to you---oh, before 
I forget, the gray building in the background is our home. The 
house was built in 1634 and we are going to celebrate its 100th 
anniversary tais year. 

Many, many thanks for your help and kindness. 


3incerely, 
[4/2 2» 


Dolores Hahn 
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Mrs. Robert Hahn 
1234 Glenview Ave. 
Wauwatosa WI 53213 


January 13, 1984 


The Weston Paper and Manufacturing Company forwarded 
your letter regarding the "Wabash Coaster" wagon to 
the library. 


Our miscellaneous card index contains a reference 

to a 1920 newspaper article on the Wabash Manufacturing 
Company. This article gave such a good description 

of the manufacturing of the wagons--down to the red, 
wooden, steel-rimmed wheels-—that I am enclosing a 
copy. 


The Wabash Manufacturing Company was listed in the 

Terre Haute city directories from 1910 through 1924. 
Apparently, the company was on the west side of 19th 
Street, between Beech and Buckeye. That is approximately 
where Wabash Fibre Box Co., a division of Weston Paper, 
and the Columbian Enameling and Stamping, a division 

of General Housewares, are today. Wabash Fibre Box 

was founded about 1925. 


The Terre Haute city directories list the officers of 
Wabash Manufacturing Company as follows: 


1910-1916 Ernest V. Parsons, Pres. & Wm. R. Wilson, 
Sec. & Treasurer 


1918 Wm. R. Wilson, Sec. & Treasurer 

1920 Porter H. Norton, Pres.; Albert J. Baumler, 
Vice Pres.; Robert R. Pullen, Sec. & Treasurer 

1922 Porter H. Norton, Pres.; Robert R. Pullen, 
Sece, Treas. & Manager 

1924 F. S. McNeal, Manager 


Please send the library 40¢ for the enclosed photocopies 


and postage. 
LL SAL 


Nancy Sherrill 
Genealogy Librarian 


rg 
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THE WESTON PAPER AND MANUFACTURING Co. 
TERRE HAUTE MILL 
P. O. BOX 539 
| TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 47808 
(812) 234-4688 


January 10, 1984 


Mrs. Robert Hahn 
1234 Glenview Avenue 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53213 


Dear Mrs. Hahn: 


Your letter was received yesterday with our mail, probably because 
there is no Wabash Manufacturing Company in town and the fact that 
Wabash Fibre Box Company is a division of our company. 


As always when looking for information, I called our Vigo County 
Public Library and talked with a librarian. She suggested I mail 
your letter to the library to the attention of Nancy Sherril who 
will be glad to do some research on your coaster wagon. Results 
of the research will be sent direct to you. 


Good luck. 
Sincerely, 


THE WESTON PAPER AND MANUFACTURING CO. 
Terre Haute Mill 


(Mrs.) De De Ooley 
Secretary to the 
Vice President-Mill Manager 
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Items Turned Out - By Weal 
‘Products Carry Name of Terre 
Haute Far and Wide. 
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' x! Makers of lacquers, varnishes and | 


Bruce (xr. Mew 

Coatings for shells, enamels fo: 
rifle-siing buckles, finishes for the 
nation’s armored and motorized ma- 
chines of warfare, these are being 
made in large quantities by one of 
Terre Haute’s younger Industries, a 
company that has one of the most 
interesting backgrounds among 


FO 
iT 


local manufacturing plants. 


| baking enamels.to special formulas, 


the Wabash Products Company has 
grown since its organization ín 1928 
from a small factory to a plant oc- 


' cupying 20,000 square feet of build-' 
; Ing space and a site of two and one- 


| the raw materials of the business, | 


half acres. The firm serves a cen- 
tral westetn market, principally lo- 
cated in Indiana and the adjoining: į 
states, and manufactures Industrial | 
finishes for wood and metal mate- | 
rials. Its products are not standard, 
but are developed by laboratory re- 
search and experiment to meet the, 
special requirements of customers. 
The manufacturing processes car! 
ried on at the Wabash. Products 
Company plant are largely those of 
mixing. Solids and liquid solvents 
used In varnishes, lacquers, baking 
enamels and related products are: 


| and these are delivered in bulk and 


stored at the plant until used. Large 
tanks in the yard contain the sol- 
vents and other liquid constituents 
of the products made, and the sollds 
used include the many chemicals 
required to glve body and color to 
the finishes. The firm grinds its 
own colors in a modern high speed 
roller grinding machine and in peb- 
ble mills which reduce the chemicals 
to powders sufficiently fine for 
blending in the liquid finishes. 
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Where Products Go. 


Shipment ,is made in drums of! 
targe size and the firm puckages) 


none of {ts products in small quan- 

tities, the smallest being a 55-gallon 

drum. Practically all of the finishes 

made are used industrially by man- 
; Hfacturers engaged. in large scale 
operations. 

Typical of users of Wabash Prod- 
ucts Company finishes are furnl- 
ture makers, manufacturers of 
automotive parts, stoker manuf.c- 
turers and practically any firm 
engaged In making wood and meta} 
parts or oBjects. Virtually all of 
the finishes made in the local plant 
are produced for application by 
| spraying or dipping rather than by 

brush work, 


At the present time about 5U rer | 


cent of the company’s output is 
| consigned directly to War Depart- 
ment uses, Including regular ship 
ments to the Kingsbury Ordnance 
Works near La Porte, Ind., and the 
erdnance works at Savannah, lli, 
for use in shell loading stations 
An additional 25 per cent of the 
products made at the plant here 
Zo directly into the war effort 
sales to manufacturers 
holding government contracts. Ex- 
amples of these are shell manu. 
facturers, four of whom are cis- 
tomers of the local firm, and other 
makers of war materials, includ- 
ing a manufacturer of buckles for 
rifle slings in huge quantities. 


Protection For Shells. 


Lacquers are not usually agso- 
clated with shells !n the puhlie 
mind, but they play essentia] parts 
as coatings of the munitions, Thev 
ure necessary as preservatives of 
the metal surfaces, and are sup-' 
plled in different colors to desig- 
nate the sizes of shells. 

The company's laboratory is the 
center of manufacturing activity 


, because of the fact that standard, 


nreducts are not made. Custom- 
ers’ specifications for finishes -re 
recelved and studied, the chemists 
of the company then being ~equired 
to eolve the problems of produc-. 
tion according to users’ *equire- 
ments. 

Experiment and development ^o 
earrled on constantly, as new in- 
ishes are made and tested, and “he 
laboratory equipment include: 


| 


^ lants,” miniature inanutae- 
Ke go Nue which enable 48 
| chemists to duplicate on a ~ 
scale the actual steps of manu p 
, turing. A spray booth occupies on 


torner of the Jaboratory to perma 
the experimental application of 
finishes to the actual surfaces for 
\which they are inteneded and the 
study of the results attained. 

The firm is, in a way, a Rose 
Polytechnic organlzation. Two Rose 
graduates organized the business 
and are officers of the company, 
and two others are the chemists 
lactively engaged in the laboratory 
‘work which is of the utmost im- 
portance in the company’s manu- 
facturing processes. 
| Glenn N. Maxwell, 4 graduate of 
‘Rose. Polylechpie in the class of 
:1920 in electrical engineering, is 


president of the Wabash Producte, 


Company, und. Carson W. Simms, 
class of 1924 in chemical engineer- 
ing, is secrelary-treasurer. Prof, 
C. C. Knipmeyer, professor of elec- 
trical’ engineering at the Poly- 
technic Institute, is vice president 
of the firm. 


| A Job For Chemists. 


The laboratory work is actively 
carried on by Edward J. Wodicka 
and Wilian A. Serban, graduates 
of Rose in chemical engineering In 
the classes of 1937 and 1938 respec- 
tively. 

Prior tu the organizatlon of the 
Jeumpany, Maxwell was employed 
here as a representative of the Gen- 
eral Electric Company, and Slmme 
iwas chemist with the Commercial 
‘Solvents Corporation. ‘The Wabash 
Products Company was incorpo- 
rated in February, 1928, and the 
two organizers. left thelr former 
‘employers tu make lacquers in a 
i small plant on South First etreet, 
Simms belng in charge of the 
manufacturing, and Maxwell in 
charge of the company's marketing 
and sales activities. 

The firm moved a year later to 
ja site on Harding avenue, where 
‘the plant remained unti! 1935. The 
iplant was established at its present 
location at Sixteenth and Hulman 
streets in that year, a site served 
by the Chicago. & Eastern Illinois 
: Railroad and Including ample build- 
‘Ings and storage yards, In 1938 the 
‘firm purchased the buildings and 
two and one-half acres of land now 
occupied. 


| 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Yu COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


This is another of the columns 
written exclusively for The Daily 
Clintonian by Russell Hamm, of 
Rosedale. Mr. Hamm has a hobby of 
researching interesting old towns 
and sites in Parke and Vermillion 
counties. — GLC 
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NEWPORT 
CHEMICAL DEPOT: 
A SHORT HISTORY 
by Russell L. Hamm 

More than 50 home and farm 
sites, a school and two churches 
were displaced when the War De- 


partment established the Wabash 
River Ordnance Works February 5, 
1942. At its largest, the installation 
was almost 22,000 acres in size, and 
extended from the Wabash River to 
the Illinois state line. (The churches 
were Lebanon and Vermillion (Me- 
morial), the school was Wimsett (or 
Opedee). In 1984 the “Historic 
Properties Report” determined that 
there were no significant remaining 
buildings at the facility. 

October, 1943 the E.I DuPont de 
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Nemours & Company, Inc. com: 
pleted the RDX five-line facility. (In 
1942, construction began on a 
smokeless powder plant but con- 
struction was halted and the plant 
located in another state.) 

Why was the Ordnance Works 
established here? Terry Arthur, 
Public Relations, believes water 
supply was a key factor. She notes 
that sewage treatment could sup- 
port a population of 3,000. Phillip 
Cox, Land Administrator, indicates 
that one of the three Ranney wells, 
near the Wabash, furnishes water 
for the Vermillion County jail and 
the depot. ' 

Another significant date: During 
the period 1943 through 1944, addi- 
tional production facilities were 
constructed by DuPont for the man- 
ufacture of heavy water. As Terry 
Arthur notes: The heavy water was 
for the well-known Manhattan Pro- 
ject. (As many as 10,000 workers 
were involved in construction of the 
plant and 2,000 employed in pro- 
duction.) 

After the end of World War II, 
various tracts of land were sold and 
the plant reduced in size. The 
current acreage is 7,097.77. 

With the war in Korea, the RDX 
Plant was reactivated in 1952. A 
larger heavy water plant was also 
constructed in 1952. 


By 1957, employees were reduced 
to two or three guards and the plant 
was shut down. Area newspapers 
bemoaned the economic downturn 
caused by the loss of jobs at the 
Army plant. (Today, William S. 
Schaff, Army commander at the 
depot says the facility is the third 
largest employer in Vermillion 
County and currently hires approxi- 
mately 225 people. (Source: Mick- 
ey Moore-Johnson, The Daily Clin- 
tonian, November 13, 1996.) 

A chemical plant to produce 
Chemical Agent VX was construct- 
ed in 1962. All the VX manufac- 
tured for U.S. defense stockpiles 
was made at Newport. As Terry 
Arthur emphasizes: Newport was 
never intended as a storage site. 
When chemical agent production 
was halted in 1968 and a morator- 
ium on shipment declared in 1969, 
the final inventory of bulk agent 
was “trapped” on site. And she 
declares: “It’s a liquid, not a gas.” 

Planning for a TNT plant began 
in 1968 when the Vietnam conflict 
required new supplies of explosives. 
Construction began in 1970 and 
was completed with only two of the 
five production lines operational be- 
fore the shut down in 1975. 

ads. care, maintenance, and 
storage of the chemical agent con- 
tinues as the primary mission at the 
Newport Ammunition Depot. (Of 
the eight chemical depots in the 
United States, Terry Arthur says 
the Newport facility is the last 
scheduled for destruction.) 

The administrative structure at 
the Newport Ammunition Depot is 
unusual Although government 
owned, it is contract operated since 
1986 by Mason & Hanger Corpora- 
tion, Lexington, Kentucky. Also 
unusual, of the government staff — 
only one is military, ten are civil 
service. 


WABASH K IVER On onawee lioe ks 


North Defense Plant, Operated By DuPont Co, Stands On i 
Histotic Site Connected. With Early History of This Section 
1  2TXEIUU 


An impressive view of the steam plant between a water standpipe and the coal atorage. 
quantities of Indiana coal to make explosives. 
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Great Safety Record. 


"E FLAGS FLYING | | oun tont Sta ma 


FOR NORTH PLANT 


War Effort Still Builds Great In-! 
dustrial Center to the North 
of Terre Haute. 


Not so many miles north of the 
site of the historic Fort Harrison on 
of the Wabash where 
the American flag once waved as 
a symbol of the fight being waged 
to advance American civilization 
westward, it is flying again today— 
this time emblematic of the work 
belng done there in order that the 


the 


American principles of freedom and |! 


democracy may be carried to the 
oppressed people in various parts 
of the world. 

It flles above the vast plant ol 
the Wabash River Ordnance Works 
which dally is producing high ex. | 
plosive which is being used in va: 
rlous forms by the armed forces o. 
the United Nations on all battle 
fronts. 

In support of the Stars and 
Stripes, & number of other flags 
also are being flown on the reser- 
vatlon, indicative of the efficiency 
and patriotic zeal of the manage- 
ment and the men and women em- 
ployed there. 

Two Army-Navy "E" flags have 
been awarded the plant. The first 
was &warded on Feb. 6, 1943, to the 
E. I. du Pont de Nemours Company 
for completing tli» plant In record- 
breaking time. Fhe second was 
awarded to the company on Dec. 
18 of last year for excellence jn 
production. 


Sinca" the early part of 1948 it 


also” hàg! flown the Treasury De- 


partmebi'g.!T" flag, signifying that 
more then 90 per cent of those em- 
ployed are: voluntarily having more 
than, 10 ‘per cent, deducted from 
thelr pay- envelopes for the pur- 
chase of way bonds. At the present |] 
time, 96.77 per cent of the total 
number employed are aligcating an 
average of 10.72, per cent of their 
pay to thé investment in “war bonds. 


the management-and every employa 
are particularly proud ig the safety 
flag. There was only one lost-time 
accident in the*entire plant during 
the last efx months of 1948. 

While hot a flag, the military 
service honor rol] plaque daily calls 
attention to the fact that 266 former 
employees are now serving in the 
armed forces of the nation, provid- 
ing an added impetus for the effi- 
cient and safe production of explo- 
sives. 

The Wabash River Ordnance 
Works is a government-owned con- 
tractor-operated plant. Government 
funds were used to construct it and 
are now being uséd for its opera- 
tion. The E. I. du Pont de Nemours 
Company operates tbe plant accord- 
ing to epecifications and production 
schedüles established by the ord- 


.| nance department bf the army serv- 


ice forces. Requirements placed on 
the ordnance department by the 


fighting forces might vary at any 


Continued On Page 10, Column 1. 


time because of the ever changing 
| battle fronts. 


The ordnance group is directed by 
1a small staff of army officers whose 
duties are to coordinate the work 
of the operating company with ord- 
‘nance requirements and principles. 
Major Lamar C. LeBron Is the com- 
manding officer of the plant, and 
members of his military staff in- 
clude Capt. J. S. Simon, army in- 
spector of ordnance; Lt. W. T. Mills, 
executive officer; Lt. G. Pualikucha, , 
adjutant, and Lt. R. F. Ferguson. ! 
public relations officer. Major L. H.| 
Rosback of the corps of engineers, 
U.S. Army. is area engineer and has 
as his assistant, Capt. W. F. Mc- 
Caughey. 
| P. S. Cushing is the plant mana- 
ger for the Du Pont Company, the 
operating contractor, with C. Steel- 
man as assistant plant manager. 
Thosé in charge of the various plant 
operations include J. A. Dallas, pro- 
duction superintendent; L. J. Brown, 
power superintendent; F. D. Spurre, 
1echnica] superintendent; J. S. Bes- | 
ley, service superintendent; H, W. {I 
Follett, chief accountant; W. B. 
Carter, maintenance superintend- 
ent; L H. Wolff, explosives supev-; 
intendent; P. M. Smith, acid super- 
intendent; F. N. Vanderhoof, lrans- 


portation superintendent, and T. E. 
Klein, chief industrial] engineer. 
The Du Pont Company because of 
its long experience 1n cheniical pro- 
duction during peace time. was re- 
quested to convert its facilitles and 
the technical abilities of its per- 
sonnel to the production of vital 
r materials, i 
The operation of this plant Is one 
example of how the company, by 
placing at the disposal of the gov- 
ernment its research sand chemical 
knowledge, is hastening the comihg 
of peace which will permit the re- 
turn of its energies to the normal 
production of commodities for better 
living. | 
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Post-War Prospects, 

Post-war use of the Wabash River 
, Ordpance Works obviously Js very 
urcertain. However, the plant does 
have cerlaln advantages which 
should appeal to large scile com- 
commercial operators in peace time. 
The plant has a copious supply of 
excellent water and a flne steam 
plant with which to convert the 
‘water to «recess steam, which is 
vital in I chemical processing. 
Coal in large quantites is easily 
available for this purpcse. An ex- 
, cellent zeid plant, a fundamental 
; need in chemical processing whether 
for military or civilian usage, is an 
integral part of the present opera- 
tions. Quite a number of vattous 
service facilities are already firmly 
established, including railroad track- 
age, roadways, laboratories, hospital 
_and administration bulldings, main- 
‘tenance shops, change houses, heat, 

Ught and power lines. | 
Above all, the present plant has 
another resource, not generally con- 
aldcred. In the large number of men 
and women who have becn specially 


trained in chemical processing end 

;in the maintenance and handling of 
such equipment. 

: Co tordty of alt employees re- 
side within a radius of 30 miles from 
wie plant. Kus and ral] transporta- 
tion are available to and from Terre 
Haute and the Clinton area in this 

i state. Bus service is also available 
to employes living in Danville, Hl. 
Company officials have repeatedly 
commented on the average hich de- 
gree of intelligence and skill of their 
employes, among whom women are 
playing a steadily increasing part. 

"Safety First" takes on added 
importance in a plant of this type. 
and safety ranks first above even 
the speed of production. In the 
last report available, the Wabash 
River Ordnance Works ranked high 


; in that division of ordnance plants 


| composed of those producing high 
explosives of one type or other. The 
national contest is sponsored by the 
isafety and security branch of the 
office of the chief of ordnance. Be- 
cause of this great care given to 
‘both manpower and® equipment, 


productivity has steadily increased 


far beyond original estimates, while 
costs have decreased. And never 
once has production been stopped 
for any cause within the control 
of any member of the organization. 
The plant is protected day and 

| night by a cordon of guards. This 
qe is composed of men specially 
| chosen, trained and equipped for 
the protection of both property and 

personnel, and are sworn in as 

civilian auxillaries to the military 

|police. A tribute to their efficiency 
jis the guidon recently awarded 
| them by the commanding general of 
|the Fifth Service Comamnd. All 
buildings and grounds are patrolled 

‘by these men either on foot or in 
automobiles equipped with two- 

way short wave radios through 

which they can keep in constant 

touch with the control center. The 

use of the most modern protection 

jaids permits an outstanding job of 
| protection, coupled with economy 
iin vital manpower. In addition, the 
protection is supplemented by a 

unit of the Indiana state police 

whose post is on the edge of thc 

j reservation. 


Safely Guarded. 


Identification badges are an ab- 
solute necessity, and there is no 


‘“tmmittance without them. Loss of 


a badge is a serious offense. No 
visitors to the plant are permitted 
jw the approval of the com- 
manding officer. For some classes 
iof visitors, an elaborate system of 
|clearance is necessary. 

| Safety requires that no matches 
or flame producing devices of any 
kind be brought within the fenced 
area, and there are severe penalties 
if any are found in the searches. A 
camprehensive pass procedure is in 
force to insure that no other un- 
| authorized materials either enter 
or leave the plant. 

he plant has its own fire depart- 

ment, and, in addition to the regu- 
Jiation type of fire-fighting equip- ! 
ment, has special devices for the 
fightinz of hazards peculiar to a 
plant of this type. All firemen have 
|received special training in the 
fighting and prevention of fires in- 
volving more than just an ordinary 
blaze. All buildings are keyed, and 
the firemen, if and when they re- 
ceive a call, know just what type of 
|| fire they may find there. 
Besides the ful! time firemen, em- 
|ployes of al areas have been 
trained to supplement them when 
I| necessary, forming an efficient 
auxiliary force. 

A well trained and organized 
medical staff is under the direction 
of Dr. R. J. Moran, medical super- 
| visor. The equipment includes a 
complete hospital specially equipped 
to care for those exposed to chem- 
icals or explosives, a dispensary 
and number of ambulances. A 
doctor is In attendance at all times, 
and ail employes have been given! 
pre-employment physical examina- | 
tions. 


War Bond Rallies. os 


A large cafeteria with modern 
equipment is in operation, daily 
serving breakfast, noon-day and 

* 

| evening meals to employes. Selec- 
ption of food is excellent, and prices 
|aro moderate. Included in the equlp- 
ment Is a bakery, which provides a 
|ne varlety of baked goods. In ad- 
dition, there are two canteens which 
offer a selection of sandwiches and 
Soft drinks, as well as candles, 
jicigarettes, etc. The cafeteria build- 
ing is also used for War Bond ral- 
Wes, showing of war films, etc. as it 
‘Is large and convenient, i 
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bash River Ordnance Works jvere 
awarded on December 1f, 1941, and 
the first construction work started 
on January 12, 1942. The huge tjlant 
swung into production qn Novem- 
ber 1 of the same year. E~ 
Obviously, details are ‘not ayall- 
able to the public on any 'produdtion 
figures or totals. Suffice it to! say 
that the works was | producing 
sooner than planned, and is bro- 


ducing more than planned. 
Commenting on the security j| In- 


— MÀ 
formation nilaessarl : at the wprks. 
Major LeBroh said: + | 

“Military 'securit| prevents our 
making public much of this infor- 
mation! on otir production and other 
items of which wel ete proud, and 
which we would like to have our 
friends know. As 2 result, many 
unthinking people vpice their specu- 
lations and ‘beliefs, : which soon be- 
come rumora and durbstone gossip. 
From the charactet of the rumors 
reported to me, I wpuld recommend 
the attitude that iflit's a rumor, it 
is untrue. Remembdr that those who 
know ‘the facts Kon enough to keep 
them to themselves. | It is only those 
who don't know who talk." 
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This is another of the columns 
written exclusively for The Daily 
Clintonian by Russell Hamm, of 
Rosedale. Mr. Hamm has a hobby of 
researching interesting old towns 
and sites in Parke and Vermillion 
counties. — GLC 
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NEWPORT 
CHEMICAL DEPOT: 
THE OTHER STORIES 
by Russell L. Hamm 

Almost without exception public- 
ity about the Wabash River Ord- 
nance Works, now known as the 


Newport Chemical Depot, tells 
about the VX stockpile or the de- 
struction thereof. But there are 
other stories to be told. 

An Agricultural Out-leasing Pro- 
gram generated more than $1.29 
million in cash rent in the last three 
years. The depot leases approxi- 
mately 3,864 acres to local farmers 
for row crop, hay and grazing pur- 
poses. Presently nine area farmers 
participate. (The revenue helps pay 
for natural resource projects at Ar- 
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my installations worldwide and 
part is reimbursed to the depot for 
administration and land improve- 
ment projects.) 

A Forest Management Program is 
in place. There are approximately 
1,900 acres of mostly upland hard- 
woods in forest lands—with an esti- 
mated value of $1.2 million. By a 
Timber Stand Improvement proj- 
ect—the planting of 20 acres of 
mixed hardwood plantations annu- 
ally—the forest land is increased. 
(In 1991 a timber sale was made of 
$12,500, but there is little volume 
as yet: Source: Phillip Cox, Land 
Administrator. Incidentally, 40 
percent of net proceeds from timber 
sales must be given to Vermillion 
County.) 

There are wildlife resources at 
the Newport Ammunition Depot. 
For example, there has been deer 
hunting at the facility since 1989. 
The harvest maintains a deer 
population at a desirable capac- 
ity to reduce crop depredation, tree 
depredation—and vehicle collision. 
Approximately 150 hunters from all 
over Indiana participate annually. 
During the last three years the 
Deer Hunting Program has pro- 
vided 460 man days and a harvest 
of 89 deer. (Proceeds from hunter 
user fees are used for administra- 
tion, helicopter censuses, and nest 
boxes, when available.) 


The depot also provides a wildlife 
sanctuary of endangered and 
threatened species of birds. There 
have been confirmed observations of 
the bald eagle, osprey, upland sand- 
piper, great egret—and the very 
rare sedge wren. The depot, be- 
cause of diverse habitats, is a haven 
of small mammals. Recent invento- 
ries by J.O. Whitaker (1994) and 
C.R. Chandler and R.A. Weiss, 
(1994) among others, have 
identified 142 bird, 38 fish, 13 am- 
phibian, 14 reptile and 37 mammal 
species at the facility. (I observed 
wild turkey the day I visited.) 

Native prairie restoration pro- 
grams were begun in 1994 and 
1995. Approximately 26 acres are 
planted in Indian grass, Big blues- 
tene, and other native grasses in an 
area that was presettlement prai- 
rie. This restored prairie will be 
beneficial to grassland bird species 
and for hay production. 

Because of the sensitive nature of 
the Agent VX stored at the depot 
and the associated high levels of 
security, access for outdoor recrea- 
tion is restricted. However, at the’ 
present time, employees, eligible 
family members, and guests may 
hunt mushrooms and antlers, pick 
fruits and/or nuts, or watch wildlife. 
Significantly the Newport Ammuni- 
tion Depot is currently investigat- 
ing new recreation opportunities to 
allow activities such as bicycling, 
jogging, nature photography... 

And there is more, such as the 
Cultural Resources Management 
Plan being completed by the Corps 
of Engineers, the Historic Proper- 
ties Report (1984), the Pest Man- 
agement Program... 

(Special thanks to Terry Arthur, 
Public Affairs, and Phillip Cox, 
Land Administrator.) 
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Fred S. Myers, is the new! |. 
owner and president of Wabash 
Trane, a local heating and air- 
conditioning firm. 

A 1972 graduate of ISU, 


Myers taught at Warren | IM 
Central High School, m il 


dianapolis, where he was an 
avid supporter and teaching as- 
sociate of DECA—Distributive 


Education Clubs of America.| . 
He served four years in the!) 
U.S. Navy, specializing in the |} | |, 
service of heating and air-; } 
conditioning facilities, and || 
prior to starting his own . 
business, Myers managed the | 
Epic Furnace Co. in NS 
Haute. for injecting U.S. Steel 
Wabash Trane, located at | Celluloise Fiber Insulation. 
1230 S. 17th Street, features the Myers resides west of WTH 
sale and service of Trane | with his wife, Carolyn, and 
heating and alr-conditioning un- | their two sons, Scott and 
its, as well a$a large machine | Bryan. 
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NEW APPLIANCE STORE — Grand Opening 
ceremonies were Wednesday for the second Terre 
Haute . location of Wabash Valley Appliance 
Center, located in Towne South Plaza. Shown in 
front are Curt Fisher of Thorpe; Joan Hether- 
ington, representing Mayor Brighton; Sandy Land- 
is; George Landis, owner of both stores; Russell 
Howard, board member Terre Haute Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and Joseph Walker of 
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Walker Electric. Also present at the ribbon-cutting 
were Bob Johnson, manager of the Towne South 
store; Bill Adams and Ron Weaver, Terre Haute 
First National Bank; representatives from ADI; 
and Joan Johnson and Vic Porter of WVAC. Both 
the Towne South and East .Wabash stores offer 
RCA and Zenith televisions, stereos and radios, 
White-Westinghouse ranges and refrigerators, 
and Hoover sweepers. 


Vigo County Public Library 


7776 /f 


Ks 


a ove Ted, 


S BASH VALLS 


Ww AE 
Mg SEP 2 1 1978 
: Av ILU? (T n 


Hydraulic 
Service Center 


marks opening 


Tuesday marked the official 
Grand Opening of the Wabash 
Valley Hydraulic Service Ce n- 


Located 10 miles south of 
Terre Haute on U.S. 41 (behind 
Swanee Orchards), WVHSC is a 
complete hydraulic service 
center, with facilities and per- 
sonnel to rebuild or repair 
hydraulic cylinders, pumps, 
motors, valves and so on. The 
business also can manufacture, 
from scratch, obsolete 
hydraulic equipment. 

While basically a repair fa- 
cility, Wabash Valley 
Hydraulic Service Center does 
offer for sale hydraulic packing 
seals, jacks and porta-powers. 

Jim May, president of 
WVHSC, invites anyone in- 
volved with hydraulic equip- 
ment to visit and review the 
services and facilities. Hours 
are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 
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GRAND OPENING — Torching the ribbon to mark the Grand Opening of the 
Wabash Valley Hydraulic Service Center is Larry Lidster, executive vice president 
of the Terre Haute Area Chamber of Commerce. Joining in the festivities were 
Steve Hood, employee; Gene Rohrbach, purchasing agent of Weston Paper Co.; 
Jim May, president of WVHSC; Lidster; Elmer L. May, secretary-treasurer 
WVHSC; Gareth May, vice:president WVHSC; and Jim Montgomery, Weston 
Paper Co. 
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Brothers combine perservefrance 
in pushing business into success 


ry 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Jim May, president of Wabash 
Valley Hydraulic Service Cénter 
Inc, said he and his brother, 
Gerrith, “didn’t have any business 
getting into usingst back in 

ecember 1977 

"We were both broke; we 
shouldn't have made it," he said. 

But, with a little perseverance 
and a lot of knocking on doors, the 
business has survived and grown, 
from just the two brothers and 
sales of less than $100,000 the first 
year, to 10 workers and more than 
half a million dollars in sales last 
year. 

“Our goal is to shoot for that 
million-dollar-a-year mark," Jim 
said. 

Jim didn't always want to be in 
hydraulics, but that's where the 
U.S. Air Force put him when he 
joined up with the service. 

"The only thing I knew about 
was cars. I thought I was going to 
go in a motor pool and they had 


another idea," he said, adding "I'm ^ 


glad they did. People complain 
about Uncle Sam, but he has some 
good training programs." 

After his stint with the Air Force 


Vigo County 


ended, Jim went to work for a 
major airline company, before mov- 
ing to Henderson, Ky., then back to 
Terre Haute. 

Gerrith went another route, 
| earning a bachelor’s in industrial 
| technology from Indiana State Un- 

iversity before working on 
hydraulic and pneumatic produc- 
tion equipment for 12 years at a 
large, former manufacturing plant 
here. 

In terms of sales the brothers' 
business has moved a long way in 
its lifetime, but it hasn't moved far 
from home at all. In fact, it's 
literally located where they grew 
‘up — on the site of the former 
Swanee Orchards about 10 miles 
south of Terre Haute. 

“When Gerrith and I started, we 
looked in town for someplace to put 
a shop,” Jim said. 

When their father, Elmer, heard 
about that, eed. ‘why don’t you 
move in here? I'll put up a building 
and, if you go out of business, I can 
use it," Jim recalled. 

"The first machine we bought, we 
set up in that building over there 
amongst the apple crates," he said, 


jerking a thumb over his shoulder 
as he stood in the building where 
customers used to buy fresh apples 
and apple cider. 

Far from going out of business 
and having the building revert to 
Elmer, sons Jim and Gerrith have 
bought much of their dad's land 
and buildings and will move their 
shop into the former sales building 
in a couple weeks. 

And, by the way, Elmer may 
have retired from the apple busi- 
ness, but he hasn't retired; he 
works for his sons now, and is 
secretary-treasurer of the firm. 

‘Pm just as busy as I ever was, 
but I don't have to do it," Elmer 
said as he prepared to run an 
errand. “And you know, that makes 
all the difference in the world, if 
you don't have to do something, but 
you enjoy it." 

The firm's primary function is to 
repair hydraulic cylinders, pumps 
and. valves. 

“Like everything else 
mechanical, it wears out and needs 
repaired," Jim said. 

"We do manufacture some 
specialized cylinders, but we don't 


get into mass production," Jim 
said. "If the customer can't find 
what they need, we'll build to their 
specifications." 

The mustachioed man, with the 
long sideburns and a ready laugh, 
said the basics of hydraulics have 
been around for 300 or 400 years, 
but the industry is just beginning 
to come into maturity. 

"Any hydraulic system is a 
system in which fluid is placed into 
motion. The old hand. pumps you 
see around some farms? That old 
pump was a hydraulic system,” Jim 
said. 

The basic theory behind 
hydraulics is that, unlike air or 
gases, fluids cannot be compressed. 

“When you move fluid from one 
container to another, it will be the 
same volume,” he said. “It can’t 
change its shape; it can’t change its 
volume.” 

What that means is, he ex- 
plained, is that a hydraulic system 
“can lift heavier objects due to the 
higher pressures that are available 
and you can get more precise 
movements.” 

In addition to doing work on 


hydraulic systems, the Mays are 
diversifying into some other areas. 

“This is off one of those earth 
movers,” Jim said, pointing to a 
giant, curved piece of metal. “The 
hinge points wear out and you have 
to weld up that worn area and line 
bore it” so the holes are in 
alignment. 

“One pin has to go through those 
holes, and it has to be perfect 
because you’re looking at a 
clearance of 5/10,000 to maybe 1/ 
1,000th of an inch,” he said. 

“In effect, we're taking about a 
$2,000 part and making it new for 
about $200 or $300. It saves the 
customer a lot of money." 

If a job needs to be done on site, 
the Mays do have a portable 
machine which can be taken to the 
customer. 

In addition, the firm is the 
distributor for a line of knuckle 
booms and will be selling and 
installing those. 

*November, December and 
January are not good months," for 
hydraulic repairs, Jim said. "That's 
one reason we're diversifying." 
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erry, Wilson join y) 
new insurance firm 


William Berry and Robert 
Wilson, formerly of the Wabash | 
Valley Insurance Agency Inc., 903 
S. 25th St, have been appointed 
agents for Indiana Farmers, Town 
& Country an i : 
Insur E = 
© Berry, an Indianapolis native, is 
a licensed agent and has been in 
the insurance business for 16 
years. ; 

Wilson is a native of Terre 
Haute. He, too, is a licensed agent 
and has been in the insurance 
business for eight years. 

Indiana Farmers Mutual was 
founded in 1877 and, in 1954, 
founded Town & Country Mutual. 
Indiana Union Mutual was 
founded in 1919. 
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Plant in Operation 


Early in February 


By JOHN POTISEK 

Expansion of the Wadley Co. plant here to include 
the processing of up to a million eggs a day was announced 
Thursday by the Ballas Egg Products Corp. of New York, 
which has acquired the property. 

According to Robert S. Ratcliffe of the law firm of 
Dix, Dix. Patrick and Ratcliffe, the New York corporation 
orate stock of the Wadley Company 
‘several hundred thousand dollars” 
to remodel and expand the current facilities. Ratcliffe has 
been retained as local attorney for the firm. 


has purchased the corp 
and is now spending 


‘tion for its products and the 


Hopes are to open up the first 
“egg breaking line’ early in 
February and employe about 200 
persons by the middle of the month, 
The operation is expected to re- 
quire the services of over 400 
employes by June. 


Midwest Egg Capital. 

Ballas, which has a nation-wide 
organization, expects to make 
Terre Haute the ‘‘Egg Capital of 
the Midwest.” Ratcliffe said its 
plans calls for the biggest opera- 
tion of its type east of the Missis- 
sippi. i 

The transaction between Wadley 
and Ballas also included the buying 
of Wadley properties at Mattoon, 
Il.; Dana, Ind., and Indianapolis. 
However, Terre Haute has been 
selected as the center of operation. 

Ballas: has nation-wide distribu- ' 


stepped-up operation is also ex- 
pected to give a-boost to the trans- 
portation industry here. Ratcliffe 
said the company uses hoth truck 
and rail facilities. 

Besides developing the egg pro- 
cessing business, Ballas expects to 
expand its poultry processing busi- 
ness, too. Once the new facilities 
are installed, Ratcliffe said, the 
plant will be equipped to handle up 
to 3,600 birds an hour; or-o 
“second. 

Talcott To Return. 


The local plant will be under the! 
direction of Joseph Talcott, who 
was associated with the Emulsol 
Corporation here until it left. Terre 
Haute a few years ago. He has 
since been associated with an Obio 


Continued On Page 2, Column 6. 
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New Industry; 
400 Employes 


Continued From Page One. 


company with operations similar to 
Ballas 

Talcott, who has already taken 
residence here with his wife and 
two children, was a member of 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce 
while in Terre Haute and was 
honored as the "Outstanding Man 
of the Year." He is a native of 
Chicago. 

Ballas began assuming control of 
the local plant in October and op- 
erated a poultry processing line 
until the end of the holiday rush. 
It was after the holidays, Talcott j 


| said. that the company found time 


to stop production and begin its 


| renovation program. 


. The Wadley Company has been! 
in the poultry processing business | 
here for over 30 years and it was | 
the first company in Indiana to re- 
ceive approval of the U. S. In- 
.spectors. - 
Egg processing includes the 
preparation of egg solids which are 
in demand by several food indus- 
tries. Among the big users of egg 
‘solids are bakers and the makers 


|of such products as mayonnaise, 
|noodles, cake mixes and candies. 
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) Home health care firm outgrows facilities 


Y £. 
By STÉVE KRAH ¢/ / Lafayette; we're from Brazil, 
Times Staff Writer (7/9 f Ind., and Greencastle, Ind." 


A need to branch out has 


à . caused Waldorf Associates 
| Home H Care Inc. to look 


for new office space. 

Since taking on its first client 
in September 1987, the agency 
has expanded to the point that 
its small suite of offices at the 
Holly Hill Health Care Facilities 


£49 Inc., 110 S. Murphy Ave., are no 
| longer large enough to fit its 


needs. 
Preparations are being made 
to convert the vacant building at 


$ 36 E. National Ave. into the 


agency’s new headquarters. 
Geoff Harris, director of 


Š operations, said the new 


location will give the agency 
more mobility and visibility. 


. The goal is to let the public know 
3 about the advantages of home 


health care service. 

“With more visibility we'll be 
able to educate the community 
on what home health care is all 


E about," Harris said. “We want 


to educate the community on 


Í what we are. If they know what 


we are, they will accept us 


# more. It's going well so far." 


HARRIS SAID the agency is 
staying in Brazil because it has 
a base in smaller communities 


5 and adheres to a motto of 
4 “Homeis where the heart is." 


*We want to serve the rural 
etown areas," Harris said. 
'We're'not from a big area like 
Fort Wayne, Indianapolis or 


In addition to Clay County, 
Waldorf Associates serves the 
home health care needs of 
Parke, Putnam, Owen, Greene, 
Sullivan and Vigo counties and 
has staff in each of those areas. 

The wheels have already been 
set in motion to put satellite of- 
fices in Greencastle and Spen- 
cer. 


A NEW building in Brazil will 
also allow Waldorf Associates to 
increase its clerical and 
professional staff and to train 
new personnel. Harris said the 
agency currently has 32 people 
on its payroll, including 
professional nurses and aides. 

The agency’s programs are 
state licensed and insured for 
Medicare, Medicaid and the 
Veterans Administration. The 
agency works closely with local 
physicians and receives 
referrals from area hospitals 
and private insurance com- 

nies, 

Waldorf Associates provides a 
wide range of skilled nursing 
and rehabilitation services, in- 
cluding physical, occupational 
and speech therapy, medical 
social work and in-home in- 
travenous capabilities. 


“A LARGER facility will 
allow us to do a lot of work in- 
ternally," Harris said. 

À computer input will link up 
with satellite offices and speed 
up billing and other operations. 


m 
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esi By STEVE KRAHZ / / 
Times Staff Writer Z7 (^ 


A need to branch out has 
caused Waldorf Associates 
Home Health Care Inc. to look 
for new office space. 

Since taking on its first client 
in September 1987, the agency 
has expanded to the point that 
its small suite of offices at the 
Holly Hill Health Care Facilities 
Inc., 110 S. Murphy Ave., are no 
longer large enough to fit its 
needs. 

Preparations are being made 
to convert the vacant building at 
36 E. National Ave. into the 
agency's new headquarters. 

Geoff Harris, director of 
operations, said the new 
location will give the agency 
more mobility and visibility. 
The goal is to let the public know 
about the advantages of home 
health care service. 

"With more visibility we'll be 
able to educate the community 
on what home health care is all 
about," Harris said. ‘‘We want 
to educate the community on 
what we are. If they know what 
we are, they will accept us 
more. It's going well so far." 


HARRIS SAID the agency is 
staying in Brazil because it has 
a base in smaller communities 
and adheres to a motto of 
“Home is where the heart is.” 

“We want to serve the rural 
hometown areas," Harris said. 
**We're not from a big area like 
Fort Wayne, Indianapolis or 


Home health care firm 


SiY1€$S S eA 
Lafayette; we're from Brazi 
Ind., and Greencastle, Ind.” 

In addition to Clay County, 
Waldorf Associates serves the 
home health care needs of 
Parke, Putnam, Owen, Greene, 
Sullivan and Vigo counties and 
has staff in each of those areas. 

The wheels have already been 
set in motion to put satellite of- 
fices in Greencastle and Spen- 
cer. 


A NEW building in Brazil will 
also allow Waldorf Associates to 
increase its clerical and 
professional staff and to train 
new personnel. Harris said the 
agency currently has 32 people 
on its payroll, including 
professional nurses and aides. 

The agency's programs are 
state licensed and insured for 
Medicare, Medicaid and the 
Veterans Administration. The 
agency works closely with local 
physicians and receives 
referrals from area hospitals 
and private insurance com- 
panies. 

Waldorf Associates provides a 


wide range of skilled ursing ^: 


and rehabilitation services, in- 
cluding physical, occupational 
and speech therapy, medical 
social work and in-home in- 
travenous capabilities. 


"A LARGER facility will 
allow us to do a lot of work in- 
ternally,” Harris said. 

A computer input will link up 
with satellite offices and speed 
up billing and other operations. 
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Men work on future Waldorf Associates home 
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| KITCHEN CHORES BECOME A JOY— Sherman Cox, a salesman. and Jackie € % 
_ tary, inspect one of the 7 beautiful and Lie convenient model kitchens on display i M 
Kitchen and Appliance Center, 124 Ohio St TARE HAUTE TRIB. ii / €f Mi i 
3 “Je itypes of vanities.’ one e 

4 | n of the room i$ a breath-ts'singly 

chen & Appliance Center ott ron isa biati nsi S 
Venetian Marble ‘sunken . tub f ur 


ds Colorful Showrooms 5: vi 
p and accessories. 
eowners who are plan-irefrigerators, and Kitchenaid is the ultima 
on building a new home dishwashers and disposers. available im^ 
‘OF remodeling their kitchen or, The carpeted floor and soft right witl 
bathrooms will want to see the drapes surrounding the huge Select {pai 
utiful line up of 7 model display rcom is an ideal place Marble are | 
s that are breathtakingly to see the many appliances in In any defigmawi 
ul and ultra convenient. such lovely colors as bright yel-' Venetian arbl e 
Walker, general man- low. aqua, avocado, coopertone heat, staing, scratehes, ch 
f Walkers Kitchen and and white. The newest models, breaking, Pwini & 
ance Center, 333 Ohio St., feature ovens that automatical- small childrens © 
"What ever your in- ly clean themselves. Some have, Walker's ^ 
ual preference, needs and removable teflon - coated pliance Cen 
et, the ideal kitchen for chrome or enamel oven liners serye homeo 


ur family can be found here." and the wonderfully convenient dealers. B 


ack Luce, manager of the, Warming shelf. ‘sive stocks,” tits 
Kitchen and Appliance Center. „Ore may also find the new prompt deliver 


i ribedisonitetmer * the idea] Counter That Cooks and its every g 


hens. “We have the Wood. COokmates by Corning. This is| showroom € s 


I he counter that cocks as there pi i A 
ode by Kemper that offers f : ‘pieces will -bezma fer. 
1 kitchens forthe price of 25 "0 exposed coils or burners, The firm's. t ‘ BIpne rs 
. This is done by converting and nothing to take apart. A are prepared Ti n acti 
tive drawings of | 


t 
me RembebPnslish Oak cabi. wipe with a damp cloth makes!ea} and attra 


‘net from Contemporary to ordegnick ME of m spills. Luce the proposed installation... 

E lish by just rotating four pr d ux za eram! The firm invite: “you to: let 

"retainer clips, reverse the panel, | T^ E urs m dam material thom assist you witt im- 
urn the clips to their orig. 135 Sunburst designs that mark modi te or long-range plans, so, 


the cocking area, which turn, am f 
yellow when hot. Heating ele- 0 may always af 
ments and thermostatic sensors: NU 
are beneath the sunbursts and! tW empolyees -oE. 


concentrated even heat. 4 Appli ce 


1 ty! 
ome: 
I 


l postiion. These panels may. 
‘be replaced with a variety of 
deeorative materials such as 


t 


latest in TM 


Tr 
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TURN ON THE LIGHTS--Walker's Kitchen & Lighting Center, 323 Ohio, offers 
hundreds of ways to light up your home or business. The firm features selections 
by Thomas Industries and Quoizol, as well as special orders. Shirley Parrish will 
be happy to help outfit Jeu home or business. 


om ` : 2977 
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Light Up Homes ok Businesses 


Lights that add beauty and glow to 
any space--inside or A on dis- 


room features hundreds of styles to 
choose from ranging from coach lan- 
terns for your home’s exterior to 
chandeliers for a dining room. 

Walker's serves as exclusive Terre 
Haute wholesale and retail dealers 
for nationally-known Thomas Light- 
ing industries. Thomas, with their 
Starlight, can light your home or 
busineess with a variety of decorative 
systems. 

For inside, table lamps, wall 
lamps, and floor models are designed 
to fit any furniture style. Swag lamps- 
-from chrome to Tiffany-can hang 
over seating areas or game tables. 
Chandeliers, some featuring Strauss 
crystal, are available, and many have 
matching table and floor lamps. For 
the powder room, Thomas has dual 
swags for around mirrors, single 
globe wall mounts, etc. 

In track lighting, Walker's offers 
the Thomas line in aluminum, white 
and wood grain. These contemporary 
systems feature lights that run on 
“tracks attached to the ceiling and 
can be moved back and forth in 
different angles to create a variety of 
lighting effects. Popular in stores for 
focusing on displays, they have now 
moved into homes and offices where 
they add special lighting to wall 


"treatments, fireplaces, etc. Several 


shapes are available, and in many 


constructions the entire light can be 


"'recessed'* into the wall without use 

of the track. ; 
In outside lighting, Walker’s offers 

many designs, each specially treated 


| with weatherized metals that resist 


rust and Lig elemen 

Walker's Quoizel Lighting collec- 
tion is designed to enhance a variety 
of Early American, Colonial and 
Traditional. home interiors. Abigail 
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and Coun- 
try Line are a sampling of Quoizels 
that adorn walls, tables and floors. 
Many feature hand-blown glass, an- 
tique brass finishes and hand-deco- 
rated details. 

Accessories, sueh as decorative 
lamp bulbs and dimmer switches, 
help compite your new lighting sys- 
tem. And if you don't see what you 
want, the firm can prohably get it or 
offer suggestions for the “‘right‘‘ sys- 
tem for new constructiomor existing 
homes. 

Walker’s stocks a exe line of 
NuTone decorative door chimes and 
intercom systems. Designed with 
four and eight chimes, NuTone's door 
chimes offer a variety of sounds along 
with handsome pushbuttons and b 
mounts. 

Of course, Walker's Kitchen a 
Lighting Center still provides beau- 
tiful kitchens designed for good looks 
and convenience. The latest innova- 
tions in kitchen cabinetry are fea- 
tured by Kitchen Kompack, Rich 
Maid, Kemper and Schmidt--all with- 
combinations that provide ease and 
ample storage. 

Corning, Amana, Caloric and Jenn 
Air are some of the quality names in 
appliances. Kitchen-Aid trash co 
pactors, built-in and portable oat 
washers and Westinghouse heavy- 
duty disposals are also available. _ 
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ds shown here with just ; 
fixtures on displ. 
imunit y. 


Walker Elec ric's Ligh ing 
Display i is Largest in W. V. 


Maitas 

The pu ah g a4 1k P tured bronze. ize. The. Italian Flo 
St, is Walker Electric's’ Light-| collection has old-world Floren: 
ing Center, 323 Ohio where over|tine styling. The. Italian mif 
500 lighting fixutres are on|reflects the glories of Italy 
| display. Rigat.now, the Lighting wWiile the ich desig 
| Center is having a sale on|featuns handcut crystal € 
| discontinued lighting fixtures at| with. glass and sculptured 
remendous savings. scrollwork in golds, white 

Byron Walker, vice president! ambess: hero ads you : " | 
of the Wiring Supply and Light-| try Estate with t quiet iness. MeGlau 
ing Center, informed us this is; of the Englisa- - countryside. If! contractors and ret 
one of the largest, and ?most you like Early American you| Here too you 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| selective show rooms for light. will” be de lighted | with’ this display | | a co Band 
ing fixtures in western Indiana styling which. reflects general beautiful . line m. rr Rored 
and eastern Illinois, — — charm and pioneer furnishings. || mets and. 

Walker Electric is distributor) The stained glass artistry” rrors to match 


for Thomas A dali Moe,| Tiffany is most exciting with} any me 
Starligat; Lighteraft and Ma-|the fines; cathedral glass,| B ryon Walker and 
| jestic lines of lighting fixtures | authentically hand-leaded in McGlaughlin inv the retail 

You will find the elegance. and|shades of red and champagne, public and. Sine to d 


grandeur of Spanish designs ambers. There is English Coun-|in for any assistatnee they may 
with glistening hand cut lead|and blue. These styles include need in planni cand lighting 
crystals and beautifully tex-| Provincial and Mediterranena. requirements. . 
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Walker Electric Co., Inc 
one of Zenith's top performers 
using A 


Left to right: Revone W. Kluckman, president; Charles A. Weller, marketing 
manager, parts and accessories; Walter C. Fisher, executive vice president- 
sales and marketing, Zenith Radio Corporation; Richard Walker, president, 
Walker Electric Co., Inc. 


CLEA c L. 


The Walker Electric Company, Inc., Terre Haute, Indiana, has received Zenith 
Radio Corporation’s “Performer” award. "this distributor of Zenith's home 
entertainment products was one of five firms to receive the award in recognition of 
outstanding work in the parts and accessories field during 1977. Revone Kluckman 
presented the award to Dick Walker at Zenith's sales meeting held recently in Palm 
Springs, California. Chuck Weeler and Walter Fisher also took part in the awards 
ceremony. 
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Wal-Mart fits Clinton nicely — 
_Store holds big spot in small town’s heart | 


area — Parke, Vigo, Vermillion in / 
Indiana and Edgar in Illinois. 


By Patricia Pastore 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


. CLINTON — Sam Walton 


should have no problem measuring 
the success of the Wal-Mart dis- 
count store that opened last year in 


. Clinton, because records indicate it 


serves more than 2,000 customers 
each day. 

Local citizens were delighted 
when the store opened March 3, 
1987. They have shown their 
appreciation for the investment 
that corporation made in this area 
by frequenting the store's aisles. 

Outside, the parking lot is filled 


' with vehicles. Their license plates 


show the shoppers are frot Brazil, 
Kingman, Terre Haute, Marshall, 
IN., and Paris, Ill., and numerous 


- other. towns. 


The valley's 
business 


Janet Upp of Clinton is among 
those who enjoy shopping at the 
newest department store in 
Vermillion County. She said her 
family and friends "think I live out 
here." 

The 126 employees have a 
special family-type relationship . 
with the customers — because 
most of them know one another. 
Workers are from a four-county 


Store Manager Kevin Elder is 
active in all parts of the store. It's 
not uncommon for him to work at 
the service desk, aid a customer in 
locating an item, help his people on 
the receiving dock and keep a 
careful watch on the vast inven- 
tory. His wife, Belinda, is a Wal- 
mart district manager. They live in 
Terre Haute with their 20-month- 
old daughter Mercedes. ‘ 

Elder, a Jacksonville, Ill., native, 
is proud of this ‘store, which 
attracts nearly 60,000 people a 
month from a 50-mile radius. “We 
exceeded the goals set for 1987,” he 
said, explaining that his workers 
share that honor with him. -+ 

Co-workers are known as as- 
sociates, the manager said. He said 


_ under" Wal-Mart's. profit-sharing 


plan, each employee is a partner in 
the company. “We prefer to think of 
ourselves as.partners in this busi- 
ness rather than employees." 

The first Wal-Mart store opened 
25 years ago in Arkansas, where 
Sam Walton proved his theory that 
a large discount store could operate 
successfully in a small community. 

This store, one mile from Clinton 
on the southeast corner of the 
intersection of Indiana 63 and 163, 
is considered to be medium size 
with its 51,000 square feet of floor 
space. 

Shoppers are met by one of four 
senior-citizen greeters who 
welcome them to the store and offer 
a shopping cart. Employee ages 
ange from two 16-year-old co-op 
students from South Vermillion 
High School to the greeters who are 
70-plus years old. 

Mary Culp of Sidell, Ill., likes to. 


eme d andes s " 
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shop here with friends. She makes 
the excursion here frequently from 
her home near Danville, Ill. At a 
recent visit to the service desk 
Elder visited with her and listened 
to her comments. 

Culp said she likes the fast, 
courteous service. "It's easy to 
exchange things here," she said 
while completing her transaction. 

Older people flock to the store, 
where they can "shop till they 
drop," said a portly woman who 
had dropped in a booth at the snack 
bar. The corners of her mouth 
turned up in à knowing grin. She 
said the in-store pharmacy is a 
convenience that is helpful to many 
older people. ^We get our prescrip- 
tions filled here, buy clothes, laun- 
dry products — just about 
everythin we need except 
groceries. Then we have lunch at a 
reasonable price before the van 


_ takes us home.” 
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Most seniors can eat here for less- ` 
than $2 and have companionship : 
and conversation, the woman said, - 
adding that they get the additional: * 
benefit of exercising in the warmth | 
of the large store. “It’s just too cold | 
for us to walk outside now" . "* 


Elder said the corporation "traits _ 
the merchandise" to the needs of - 
the customer and the demo-. 
graphics of the area it serves. ~ ` 

In addition, the local store 
believes in being a good corporate 
neighbor in the community. When - 
the Chamber of Commerce- 
sponsored Clothe-A-Child fund, 
wasn't sufficient, Elder learned of 
it. His associates and the corpora- 
tion provided more than $1,000 of 
the $8,000 needed to buy warm. 
clothes for 113 youths in Dooda ^ 


Company will offer scholarships 


o be active in community; 


I MAY 3 0 1968 


s Wal-Mar 
Val-Mart Stores, Inc., which will open a stere 
in Terre Haute, will work with area residents 
becoming actively involved in local communi- 
ty projects. 
" The 81,000 square-foot Wal-Mart will be 
located in a complex situated along the east side 
of U.S. 41 south of the Springhill Road. 
Construction is expected to begin this summer. 
Don Shinkle, director of corporate and public 
affairs, said in a news release that the company 
works to enhance the quality of life in each 
community where it operates a retail store or 
support facility. He said this is accomplished 
through Wal-Mart's sponsorship or participa- 
tion in education, matching grants, economic 


MC NV lm 


development and other local assistance pro- 
grams. LET 

Area students will benefit. significantly, 
Shinkle said, from Wal-Mart's involvement in 
Terre Haute and surrounding communities. He 
said the company believes one of the most 
important ways to assist local communities is 
by supporting local needs. 

On the educational front, Wal-Mart will 
award a $1,000 college scholarship to a high 
school senior from the Terre Haute area. The 
scholarship is based on academics, financial 
need, school activities and community 
volunteerism. 

Also, Wal-Mart employes who are high school 


ZEKE 


seniors are eligible to compete for a $1,000 
scholarship through a regional program 
sponsored by the company. Students from 
public, private and parochical schools 3r4 
eligible to compete for the scholarship. |." 


M^" 


Wal-Mart also supports efforts to nerp 
employes and customers who have not com- 
pleted high school to obtain their QE 
certificate through loca! adult learning centes, 
in each stores community. US 
Wal-Mart, according to the press release, wal 
also participate in local fundraisers of locak 
charitable projects that could receive as niuo 
as $2,000 in matching funds. 
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Wal-Mart BAM 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


An Indianapolis development 
company Monday revealed plans 
for a $6 million shopping center, 
including a Wal-Mart, north of the 
junction at South Seventh Street 
and U.S. 41. 


More than 200 permanent jobs 
are expected to be created,said 
Duane Shaffer of Horne Properties 
Inc. in Indianapolis, which has 
built several similar shopping 
centers in central Indiana. 


Shaffer said the project is still in 
the final planning stages. 

The shopping center could in- 
clude another major anchor, as well 
as 20 to 25 specialty shops. The 
shopping center will be east of U.S. 
41 on approximately 17 acres and 
will have 156,000 square feet of 
retail space. 


The Wal-Mart discount store will 
occupy 81,922 square feet. 


Construction is scheduled to 
begin in the summer, with comple- 
tion scheduled for spring of 1989, 
Shaffer said. Wal-Mart also will 
follow the same timetable. Talks 
are continuing with another 
possible major anchor, he said. 


s T — ‘will be tied together 
architecturally," he said. ^We look 
for a broad range of specialty 
shops.” 


The shopping center, which will 
face west, has not yet been named. 

Shaffer said it’s not unusual for 
Wal-Mart to build in a more 
urbanized area such as Terre 
Haute. “They like to get in where 
the circulation is already generated 
for those types of stores,” he said. 
“They don’t mind some competi- 
tion.” 


Shaffer said the development 
firm researched the local popula- 
tion, tax base, retail sales and 
disposable income in deciding to 
build here. “The figures looked 
good for Terre Haute,” he said. 


Horne Properties Inc. has built 
shopping centers in Greencastle, 
Bedford, Washington, Plainfield 
and other areas. 


The new Wal-Mart store is 
expected to employ 150 persons, 
about half of them full-time, said 
Stacey Duncan, a company 
spokesperson in Bentonville, Ark. 

"We're associated with markets 
of all sizes," Duncan said. "We are 
tickled to death to be coming to 
Terre Haute." 
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By George Wardell 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The as-yet-unnamed $6 
million shoppi complex on 
U.S. 41 south of Springhill Road 
announced in April finally 
began taking shape Monday 
when heavy equipment from 
Haley Bros. Construction Co. 
broke ground at the site. 

The property is between Terre 
Haute First National Bank's 
Springhill branch and the Pick 
of Terre Haute, with approaches 
from both U.S. 41 and Springhill 
Road. . Flava = 
` ig Francis, executive vice 
president of CDI Inc., prime 
contractor for the project, said 
Tuesday that his firm was 
contracted to construct 15 
modular shops covering 32,000 

uare feet, and that the Wal- 

art construction has not been 
bid yet. - 

Joe perd Fray of Haley 
Bros., sai esday that his 
part of the work — site grading 
and earth moving — is expecte 
to be finished by the latter part 


of November. 

Haley said that the 450,000- 
square-foot parking lot for the 
complex will take 12,000 cubic 
yards of concrete. He said his 
company is preparing the sites 
for both the the CDI project and 
the Wal-Mart store. 

“It will be an open-fronted 
shopping center similar to 
Southland Shopping Center,” 
Francis said. “It will be 
anchored by a food market on 
one end and Wal-Mart on the 
other end.” 

Wal-Mart public relations 
spokeswoman Stacey Dunkin 


said in a telephone interview 


that bids for the 82,000-square- 
foot store will be let Sept. 29, 
with construction beginning 
soon thereafter. 

“Our plans for the store are 
moving ahead,” Dunkin said. 
“We see the store being open for 
business in the latter part of 
1989." 

rin, the food market 
buil " uane Shaffer of 
Horne Properties Inc. said there 
is a tenant for the food store. He 
declined to name the tenant. 
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Several hundred picket- 


By Patty HE 19 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


An estimated 200 to 400 
members of various local craft 
unions picketed for a short time 
Tuesday morning at the site of the 
Wal-Mart store being built near 
South Seventh Street and U.S. 41. 

“We wanted to show our opposi- 
tion to the use of non-union and 
out-of-town laborers being used in 
the construction," said Jim 
Strange, business manager of 
Plumbers and Steam Fitters Local 
157. “We want to maintain our 
standard of living." 

Early afternoon Tuesday only 
one man remained at the construc- 
tion entrance on Seventh Street 
south of Springhill Road. His 


W -Mart t þuilding site 


ew sxe atia (i piCcket si 
Laborers Local 204 oppose thea ae 
of non-union laborers, substandard 
pay and lack of fringe benefits. 

The general construction con- 
tractor is Col Con Construction. 
Local craft unions oppose Col Con's! 
hiring of out-of-state and non- 
union workers when there are local 
union people out of work. One of” 
the subcontractors, Bland Con- 
struction, according to the lone 
picket, also hires non-union. 
em loyees. 

ere are several local subcon- 

tractors working at the construc-: 
tion site who. do employ union" 
peo pe. They include CDI Inc., 

illiams Plumbing, J.A. Sears and 
Chris Brownfield Construction. 

A call to the Col Con Construc- 
tion firm Tuesday afternoon was; 
unanswered. ~ 
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By Max Jones 1 
City editor/Bi-State 


Wal-Mart, one of the fastest- 
growing chain stores in the United 
States, has invaded the Wabash 
Valley. 

With stores now open in 
Robinson, Ill., and Vincennes, and 
others under construction in 
Sullivan and Marshall, Ill, the 
company announced its next 
targets last week. 

Stores will be opened in Clinton 
and Linton by early 1987. 

The Clinton store will be on 
Indiana 163 just east of Indiana 63. 
In Linton, the store’s site will be on 
Indiana 54 near Greene County 
General Hospital. ^ 

Wal-Mart has opened 115 stores 
this year, raising its total to 791, 
said Rob Alexander, a spokesman 
in the company's Bentonville, Ark., 
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headquarters. 

Putting so many stores close to 
each other in rural areas is part of 
Wal-Mart’s corporate philosophy, 
he said. “It’s just a natural ex- 
tension of our trade area,” Alex- 


ander said. “We obviously feel the . 


trade area can support all of these 
stores.” 

Wal-Mart’s expansion has been 
mostly limited to smaller com- 
munities, although Alexander said 
the company is beginning to move 
into larger markets. “We certainly 
wouldn’t rule out coming into Terre 
Haute if the market conditions 
were right.” 

Wal-Mart’s move into any com- 
munity changes the retail environ- 
ment, merchants say. But one area 


‚retailer who must battle Wal- 


Mart’s invasion doesn’t think it’s a 
lost cause. 
Gene Bonham of Sullivan recent- 
ly bought a variety store in 
owntown Sullivan with full 


art plans 6th Valley store 


knowledge of Wal-Mart’s plans. He 
looks at the situation 
philosophically. “There is nowhere 
you can go without getting involved 
in competition,” said Bonham, 
owner of Bonham’s Variety Store 
on the square. 

Bonham is confident he can 
compete by diversifying into ap- 
pliances and other areas the chain 
store doesn’t handle, as well as 
emphasizing customer service and 
providing some variety items Wal- 
Mart doesn’t stock. , 

Robinson Mayor John Goff said 
it's difficult to measure Wal-Mart's 
impact during the two years it has 
been in his town. "The economy in 

binson has been very soft. If it 

was better, Id be able to judge 
[Wal-Mart's impact]." 
. Goff said the downtown business 
district did lose some merchants, 
but he wasn't sure Wal-Mart was to 
blame; industrial layoffs also have 
hit the area. 
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L-1984 are always a few that it's necessary 24 hour period last week by the Vigo ^ 
By Patrick J. Barnes to close because of economic condi- County Board of Health. 
and Jan Chait tions.” According to health department | 
Tribune-Star Reporters He added that the closing of the reports, the bakery was closed 
————————— . Wabash Avenue store is "strictly an Tuesday and allowed to reopen > 
- Two more businesses are closing isolated case” and that Woolworth Wednesday following a second in- 3 
in downtown Terre Haute. Walter. s has no plans to close its store at the — spection. d 
HER- 679 Wabash Ave., is shutting Meadows. The bakery, according to the ` 
rs and F.W. Woolworth and The firm also plans to close a store health department report, was al- N 
Co., 647 Wabash Ave., locks its doors in Pana, Ill In January 1983, the lowed to reopen on a 30-day proba- | ; 
Aug. 3! firm closed more than 300 Woolco tion vigebat | «e 


Walter Dollinger, operator of the 
bakery for the past 12 years, said he 
is attempting to sell his business. 

A sign on the front door says 
closed for remodeling. “I guess I 
should take the sign down and 
replace it with a For Sale sign," 
Dollinger said Tuesday. 

At Woolworth's, the store's 13 full- 
time and two part-time employees 
will be offered transfers to other 
stores, Jim Drury, director of store 
development, said Tuesday during a 
telephone interview from his Dallas, 
Texas, office. 

The firm's downtown location 
“has not been a very profitable store 

. inrecent years,” Drury said. “There 


Stores across the nation, including 
iwo in Terre Haute. 

Drury said his firm sold the 
downtown building to Terre Haute 
First National Bank and later 
amended that statement to: 
"Everyone has agreed to it [the 
sale]. Our people reached a decision 
and accepted [the bank's] offer." 

Donald E. Smith, the bank's 
president and chief executive of- 
ficer, could not be reached for 
comment. 

Woolworth will not ship any more 
merchandise to its downtown store 
beyond that which is already in 
transit, Drury said. 

Walter's Bakery was closed for a 


The bakery was closed after 
inspectors questioned the condition 
of a number of food items. The 
Storage area was reported to be 
unsanitary. A portion of the report 
stated, ‘‘entire food preparation 
area, storage areas and display 
areas very dirty.” 


Dollinger said that he has obtained | 


other employment and has no plans 
of reopening the bakery. ''I wouldn't 
say that I'd never reopen the shop 
but my plans certainly don't call for 
opening it again.' 

Dollinger said he was ‘simply 


tired of working 12 to 13 hours a | 


day.” 
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Waterbed Land and it's where 
Paige's Music used to be in Honey 

Z Creek Square rather than where 

© Fanfare (more about that later) is 

*4 going to be. 

Store manager Jackie Roberts 
moved the store to a larger space 

^. down the hallway on Halloween 
m,night after the mall closed and 

‘opened in the new location on Nov. 

|1. “We'll have some furniture to 

match the bedroom suites in here 

[and] well have more variety — 

That's something we're working on 

real quick." she said. 

| . As if a move weren't enough, the 

firm's district manager, Roy 

Roberts (yes, they're husband and 

wife), says another Waterbed Land 

will open in Riverside Plaza this 
week. He's shooting for Tuesday. 

i The new store will be next to 

. Tandy Leather Co. in the strip of 

shops on the south side of the 

plaza. When it opens, “we will be 
in the remodeling stage, so it'll be 

| a lit$le torn up," Roberts said . 
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$ Bus: ness Lodo Xa (Ww j 
| -Dave Robins, left, was the winner of a nêw as part of a promotion by er Bed Specialists, 
‘waterbed after he spent a record 226 minutes Ninth Street and Wabash Avenue. Shown with 
«sitting atop a 100-pound block of ice Saturday Robins are Caro! Rambold and Keith Tighe. 
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Coupon Book Problems — 
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WBAE-TV 


Merchants Air Confusion At Local Meeting 


Several Terre Haute merchants 
late Friday afternoon gathered at the 
Sheraton Inn in hopes of clearing up 
confusion area citizens are experienc- 
ing with the WBAK-TV coupon book. 

The merchants were concerned 
about the number of recent com- 
pl: nts individual establishments, the 
Better Business Bureau and WBAK 
have received because some firms 
are reportedly refusing to honor the 
coupons. The coupon booklet was a 
WBAK promction, which allowed the 
book holder discounts in goods and 
services at local businesses. The 
books were sold for less than $30. The 
maximum savings was available if 
the book holder used all the coupons 
in the booklet. 

Merchants calulated their indiv- 
dual cost of participating in the 
coupon program on the assumption 
that 3.500 to 5,000 books would be sold 
in the immediate area. According to 
one merchant attending the meeting, 
the participants have no idea how 
books were zctally sold. 

WBAK station manager Phil 
Brassie, and a Better Business 
Bureau representative attended the 
merchants' meeting. John McMurray 
of Thompsoir's Restaurant said the 
television station is being wrongly 
criticized because of the confusion. It 
is Thompson's opinion the station did 


about everything possible to check 
out the coupon promotors before de- 
ciding to enter into the promotion. 


The company, Nettla, and its chief 
representative, Ron Need, were 
checked carefully ahead of time. 
"Everything (concerning  Nettla) 
came up A plus," McMurray said. 


The major item coming out of the 
meeting is that merchants want 
persons to use their coupons even 
though there may possibly be several 
counterfeit, and even though there 
are possibily more books out than 
anticipated. McMurray said if as 
books are out as some believe the 
coupons could cost his firm as much 
as $108,000 in six months. ''We are 
going to try to honor the coupons to 
the best of our ability," McMurray 
said, "but we want the people to be 
honest with us." He explained the 
books can not be transferred from one 
person to another and the coupon 
should be attached to the book when 
presented for the discount. 


One assumption coming out of the 
meeting was that the WBAK promo- 
tion was the first Netlla had con- 
ducted with a television station. The 
firm has worked primiarly with radio 
stations in the past. The station's 
appeal reached viewers over a wide 
area and merchants have recorded 


coupons being redeemed by persons 
from Crawfordsville, Brazil and Sul- 
van. 
According to McMurray, this is one 
of the problems with the promotion. 
The coupons were to have been sold 
only in the immediate Terre Haute 


area. 

Merchants believe the promotors 
told prospective coupon book 
purchasers the individual tickets 
could be given away. McMurray also 
mentioed that it was his understand- 
ing 50 percent of the coupons were to 
be used in restaurants. He said there 
are only four such businesses in the 
booklet. 

The merchants also believe the 
promotors might have covered entire 
areas of the ciy and surrounding 
communities selling the booklets. 
McMurray said this might be a viola- 
tion of the orginal agreement. Some 
firms are reporting three-fourths of 
those redeeming coupons are, stu- 
dents indicating the sellers canvassed 
the area campus. 

The next step for the merchants is 
uncertain. All those attending 
Friday’s meeting filed complaints 
against the promotors. 

There is a general feeling the pro- 
motor could have violated some sec- 
tions of the original agreement. This 
would involve the number of books 
„distributed, where the books were 
distributed, sales techniques used and 
perhaps the use of some coupons in 
the book without the identifying 
watermark. 

Persons with questions concerning 
the co books should contact the 
Better ess Bureau. In the mean- 
time, local merchants are not going 
to cheat anyone, according to McMur- 
ray, who asked that people be honest 
with them. 
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Earl Johnson of the Wabash Fibre 
Box Company Addresses Large 
Gathering In Chicago 
* 
Jat- 

Earl Johnson, in charge of the die 
cutting department of the Wabash 
Fibre Box (Company was called 
upon to address more than 800 


printer-pressmen at a meeting held 
in Chicago during the past week. 
Mr, Johnson is a graduate of a spe- 
cial course in his particular depart- 
ment and has been connected with 
the Wabash Fibre Box Company for 
14 years. & = 


| According to all reports Mr. 


Johnson gave a highly interésting 


address on corrugated paper to the! 


unusually large group of workers 
assembled there from all parts of 


‘tthe middle west. i 


He explained that the pulp and 
paper industry has within a few 
years’ time developed from a minor 
to one of the leading factors in in- 
dustrial development. 

“Acres of timber go into the 
paper mills every day to turn out 
the best possible product at the 


most economical manufacturing 


| 
——————————— 


EARL JOHNSON. 


cost" he said, and explained that 
“this is one of the modern day 
‘problems that rests largely on the 
ishoulders of the chemist.” 

| "Paper making is to a very great 
l extent a chemical process," he add- 
|ed. “Research is constantly pro- 
| gressing in order to discover new 
‘and improved methods and the 
| laboratories carries on its tests and 
analyses as the pulp goes through 
the mill, to make certain that the 
specifications for each particular 
grade of paper are followed. 

"Some of the tests that the paper 
, ig subjected to Includes the follow- 
,ing; Oven and scale tests to de- 
termine the moisture content; the 
caliper test, which discloses the 
| thickness of the material; the ten- 
isille tester which measures the 
į tensile strength; the basic weight 
scale, which discloses the weight 
per thousand square feet; the 
Relhle tester which measures 
‘rigidity or the force required tc 
|j crush the specimen; the denso- 
| meter, which measures porosity by 
the passage of cubic centimeters o: 
air through a square inch of the 
specimen of constant pressure. 

"The Mullen testers measure the 
| flat crush resistance of corrugated 
,board." Mr. Johnson told of the 
‘hidden defects of corrugated paper 
that cannot be seen by the eye, but 
will fail in the stocking and han- 
idling in shipping rooms and ware- 
houses. 

He made a plea for familles 
throughout the entire country to 
‘save their newspapers and maga- 
zines as this country faces a paper 
shortage insomuch as most of the 
‘paper used in this country comes 
from Cub& and other paper ma- 
|terlals come from foreign countries 
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Wabash Fibre Box Co. Expands 
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Ft, Wayne Plant 


Construction has been started feet, is expected to be completed,to be installed include a Lang-‘konveyor system for material 


by the Wabash Fibre Box Co 
pany Division, The Western Pa- 
per and Manufacturing Co., atlorder, will begin. 
its Ft. Wayne, Ind., plant on a 


130,000 square foot building ad-| ~. E 1 
dition, which will house the most,equipment will be a Langstan 


modern equipment available for;96-inch Corrugator, one of the 
the manufacture of corrugated|most technically advanced and 
containers when the expansion!larger such machines in the 
program is completed next year;|United States. It will be capable 

Employment at the Ft. Wayna|of converting rolls of paperboard 


m. in December, at which time it- 


stallation of the new corrugated 
;box-making machinery, now op 


| Most impressive of the new 


plant is expected to be increased|8 feet wide to corrugated sheets 
from approximately 80 current,|at the rate. of 650 feet per min- 
ly to about 250 by the end of|ute. The huge machine will oc- 


1969, more than tripling thejcupy a floor area approximately|mac 
number of employees at this|350 feet long, and can produce/scient 
more than 50 million squarg)0g, !n 


location. 


ston 86-inch by 191-inch Printer- 


box size, and prints the outer} 


andling and pneumatic scrap 


Slotter, which trims and slots foana ing system with an auto- 


{corrugated sheets to specificiscrap paper baler. 


continuous X horizontal 


The one-floor building addi- 


surface. This will be one of the|tion walls will be of precast 
largest such "box making-print|eoncrete and aluminum with 


ing presses" 


States. 
Also to be installed is a new 


graphic Printer-Slotter-Folder- 
Gluer. 


rugated 


container 


The building addition, which|feet of corrugated board pep) In addition to the new box- 
will increase the over-all size af! month. 


the plant to about 180,000 square| Other new major equipmentition will include an automatic 
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of The Weston Paper and Manu- 
facturing Co. Other top man- 
agement personnel of the Ft. 
Wayne plant, in addition to 
Klepfer, include John C. Walk- 
er, administrative manager, 
who was until recently with the 
firm's Chicago box plant; 
Charles Nayarkas, general su-j 
perintendent, and Richard 
O'Connel, sales service man- 
ager. 

Joining Klepfer in making the 
announcement were Marshall T. 
Hubbard, president of Weston, 
and Edward T. Turner, vice 
president of Weston and general 
manager of the Wabash Fibre 
Box Company Division, both of 
Terre Haute, where the Weston 
and Wabash general offices are 
| maintained. 
| The Wabash Fibre Box Com- 
‘pany Division operates similar 
corrugated container plants in 
Chicago, lll, and in Terre 


making machines, the installa- 


Haute. Weston's mill division 
operates paperboard mills in 
Terre Haute and St. Mary’s,! 
Ohio. These mills will produce| 
much of the paperboard which; 
will be used in the Ft. Wayne 
box piant. 

Weston is a fully integrated 
major producer of paperboard 
and corrugated packaging in 
the Midwest states—from raw 
material to finished product— 
operating both mill and convert- 
ing facilities. Its Terre Haute 
mill, recently expanded with the 
installation of a 160-inch width 
Fourdrinier paper machine, is 
one of the most modern such 
mills in the country for the 
manufacture of semichemical| 
corrugating medium. The mill|| 


of paperboard annually, using! 
pulpwood from native-grown |: 
timber. The St. Marys, Ohio,| 
mil produces linerboard for| 
corrugated boxes, and combina-|! 
tion boxboard used in folding)’ 
cartons and in other solid fibre 
packaging materials. Over-all, 
at its five manufacturing loca-, 
tions and two offices, Weston 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


employs over 1,200 people. 


in the United!decorative brick trim to match 
the existing buff brick 
blue-trimmed, attractively-land- 


S&S 38-inch by 80-inch Flexo-|scaped exterior. 


and 


Wabash Fibre, a divsion of] 


This ultramodern cor-|The Weston Paper and Manu- 
production|facturing Co., originally built 
hine utilizes the very latestjits 50,000 square-foot box piant 
tific advances in box-form-jin 1961 on a ten-acre site in the 
k, and printing processs.|Baer Field industrial district, 


contemplating the present ex- 
pansion. 

Making the announcement 
was E. W. “Gene” Klepfer, gen- 
eral manager of Wabash Fibre's 
Ft. Wayne plant since begin-| 
ning operations in Ft. Wayne. 
Klepfer is also a vice president 
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Facilities For Production 


BY SARAH BEN i i 
Star Staff Writer e iuie space ecu eue inde the plant eee. 
fj. Án extensive two-year plant} The new equipment, part of MESSI ier TA ding 
M improvement program, includ-|the first real technological system involves m th BN 
ing innovations new to the Unit-|breakthrough in the industry injlineal feet of 3 liera er 
WM ed States, has been completed|a number of years, is the 3 t|includi OO yai HAE o 
at the Wabash Fibre Box Co.|technically advanced available iv tine S0degree ur 
plant, 2000 N. 19th St, a divi-|for the manufacture of = buildi ES Eu spud? 
$ sion of The Weston Paper and|rugated containers, the plant's} Th x: cores i 
; Fee ne Co. giving it|primary product. With this ly Wigston ac ec 
3 ou a * n H a me a E "n . . : 
Burt ides [eomegrone f the eir mr ER ae ee 
ee involved the in-}as well as one of the er e SiE cbe he tat “the 
Stallation of several major i i | 
items of new equipment, iind. en Lr ep np * ed pur cpsumted rhon 
ing two pieces costing more JEAN zes gadustry mae yoved: solely’ tjthe 
than a quarter of a million dol-| o "Ia _ {handling of finished goods from] 
lars, along with a complete re- a of the major new equip-|produetion to shipping. plant} 
Í alignment of the plant's produe- ment aes is an S&S _ plexo-|officials said, a teed ae 
tión* layout and. addition of ere ue printer-slotter folder- ASG ahi at cs al UT 
pede sot sluer, which accepts box blanks A. new autematic epmpression | 
from the corrugating machine|banding mathine also hás been fai 
Jand scores. slots. trims, prints installed. This device. enteis[? 
Mone or two colors. folds and|and positions loads. tota t e-sfi 
f glues the finished box. _ . |loads if cross-strapping is de-[2 
| Another of the new pieces is|sired, and automatically straps 3$ 
Wia Ward flexographic rotary die-|and seals loads for shipment. | 
d cutter, which prints, die cuts,| Another significant additionp 
“slots and scores. converting the|to the production versatility off 9} 
corrugated blanks into a fin- |the loca] plant is the installa-i9 
3 ished SiE et ES a um of a aw Aem pas 1 
: -mo.icrn tion assembler. This machine, f 
A boxmaking machines utilize the which assembles slotted cor-|? geting its 45th year of operation 
new flexographic printing|rugated partitions found be-| if: 1969, having commenced oper-! 
process, which is a recent inno-jtween glass bottles in a typical jif ions at its present location in, 
: vation in the corrugated con- corrugated shipping container, , 
tainer industry. Because of its! automatically nests the parti-|- 
e tob Doni MIE i| o. pote none ate 
à em and counts them. is lu 
production processes and faster; machine, along with an existing |? 
delivery schedules. | similar machine and a hand}. 
Cost of these two machines! assembling operation, gives the 
falone has exceeded a quarter local plant the capacity for one j4 
of a m puc : of the largest Asse oper- 
ations in the industry. Es 
Substantial capital improve] A new system also has been) 
ments have been necessary to| installed for handling trimmings |. 
obtain more efficient operation| from the production machines. į 
Tin order to keep pace with ris These are blown through new | 
ing costs of operation, accord. ductwork to a new 18-foot di- |-9 
ing to B. J. McMahon, vice| ameter cyclone" on the roof fi 
president and general manager and fed into a new horizontal| 
of the Terre Haute plant. baler. The baled trimmings then: 
Another of the major im | are trucked back to the Weston 
provements is the installation| Mill on Prairieton Road, where 
of a powered conveyor system; the paper is re-pulped and again 
peers ——— lused in the papermaking ° 
process. unr Cen VILATE 


T GE po MÀ 
The modernization program 
also has involved relocation of 
11 production machines in the 
finishing and die-cut areas so 
they can feed onto the main con- 
veyor system. Nine pieces of 
equipment in the slitter depart- ; 
ment have been relocated from 
the first to second floors to im- 
prove the work flow, material}, 
handling and in-process storage. | 
A building addition of about 
3,000 square feet of prime manu- 
facturing space has been rej 
quired in the modernization, asf 
mentioned earlier. This extends 
the over-all size of the Terre 
Haute plant to well more than 
200,000 square feet of space and 
makes it one of the largest plants 
of its kind in the country. 
;Currently the plant is com-, 


p mp yn 


24. 
Wabash Fibre Box Company 
ivision also operates corru- 
ated box plants in Chicago and 
ort Wayne, Ind., where an en- 
argement and  modernization 
also is underway. i 

The Weston Paper and Manu-! 
facturing Co., also has a paper-; 
board mill in St. Marys, Ohio, as; 
well as locally. Executive staff. 
offices of the company are main- 
tained at 2001 N. 19th St. 

In its five operations, the com-| 
pany employes more than 1,200 
Mi persons. i 
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pon WABASH f.aeg Box Co 
‘ibre Box Industry Grows 


Into Important Local Concern 


LL PSI PE Srediti MOTI 
REPORTER VIEWS THE’ OPERATIONS BY WHICH RAW 
MATERIALS ARE TURNED INTO VARIED 
a CONTAINERS. 
Tout 1/2. lope ——À 
Bruce MacCormick. 
eee USED. paper containers | Uu EE ati] ee 
C 


about S1.000 square feet of floor 
spüáce, “which has since -been ex- 


^ for almost everything that can | 


be packaged are turned out ln vast 


Varied Line of Products. 


air eorps supplies. locker trunks, ! 
adapters fur depth bonibs. torpedo 
castings and even axe und pick 


Now engaged extensively — ín | handles as well as many other war 
making containers for essential war | materials items. A st of the ar- 


products, it la estimated by com- 


ticles for which box.orders ure now | 


pany officials that about 45 per). hand at the local plant covers 


cent of the manufactured volume 13 
destined for such service. ‘The 
firm is not a holder of direct war 
'ontraets, but this large volume of 
its manufactures will be used to 
package the products of other 
Inakers supplying war materials 
directly tu the government. These 


more than seven closely typed 
pages. 


| Pureliases of supplies used in| 


manufacturlng processes ut the 
plant are made by the Wabash 


Tibre Box Company from !ocal In- ! 


uüstrles and concerns whenever 
possible and the company is a Jarge 


quantitles by the 300 employes o? 
the Wabash Fibre Box Company. |, 
one of the city's comparatively ! 
younger industries, but one which 
has made large strides since its! 
furmation in 1924. The products 
of the local plant are used to box! 
literally thousands of articles from! 
tricks to bottles, or bullets to baby! 
chicks. | 

Even articles of furniture are| 
shipped packed in corrugated boxes 
made here, about the largest size| 
manufactured belng for sofas and 
mattresses, Boxes range in size 
from these large containers to 
others as small as a cigar box. 

The manufacture of corrugated 
paper and the fabrication of this. 
product into boxes has been exclu- | 
sively the business of the Wabash 
Fibre Box Company *ince its be- 
ginning. The company was or-, 
ganized Sept. 16, 1924, by William | 
M. Myers, Ward S. Hubbard and] 
the late Walter C. Ely, and begun 
»perations on Feb. 6 of the follow- 
ing year at the present plant site 
in the 2000 block on North Nine- 
teenth Street. 


panied, Bayan times to the present 
| hugs, floor-epace in excess of 200,- 
009 isqu&re:feet. Employing orig- 
inbHy about 35 ' or 40 persons, the 
company now limts 300 in its per- 
jsonnel and has an annual pay roll 
fo more: thay $500,000. In addition 


ito. the malin plant, the company 
maintains three warehouses in and 
near the city, one of these having 
beén recently constructed on the 
former property of the North Haiti- 
Glass Works at Maple Avenue 

ang the C" & E. I. Rallroad. 
‘Present officers of the company. 
which, is solely home owned and 
loperated, include Willfam M. My- 
ers, chairman of the board: Ward 
EZ "Hubbard, president and treas- 
rei Andrew E, Miller, vice presi- 


M t. hd sales manager; W. M. 
r.. secretary, and Marshall 
Lp Hubberd, general manager. e 


salesmen travel on the road 
he fitm, und wales offices are 

Wegen mn trolt, B4 
and Evansville: ing the 
ML Midwestern market and also 
thing many points fa? more-dis- 
Bt, the: company abips from ten 
I twelve railroad cars of boxes 
iim the plant daily, in addition to 
lu large tonnage which is trucked 
dio destination points. Tracks of the 
iGhicngo & Bastern Illinois RKall- 
"road, the Pennsylvania and the 
New York Central serve the plant 
kna warehouses. 


boxes from the loca! plant will con- pugtomer in many fields, ‘The prin- 
tain ultimately army fleld rations, elpal “vaw material’ is paper. 
clothing for the armed forces. i(rgught to the plant by the carload 
shells, bomb fuses, airplane parts. und uggregating approximately ' 
i 10,000 tons yearly. The firm is one 
i of the largest customers of the local 
|, mills of the Terre Haute Paper 
Company, and the Terre Haute pa- 
per has been regarded as standard 
by the box company for many years. 
Raw Materials Used. 


Starch, a necessary substance 
used In making the glue which 
binds the facings of plain paper tu 

| the corrugated strip. ts purchased 
‘in huge quantities, about one car- 
load a week being used. The box- 
| making firm operates seven print-, 
ing presser to print labels on cus- 
tumers' boxes, and inks of several 
colors are purchased by the ton. 

Heavy twine is used in- large 
quantities to tle bundles of con- 
talners ready for, shipment. about 
tour ‘tons uf twine being so used 

‘ each month. Boxes of corrugated 

| paper are shipped flat and tied in 

' bundles, the shippers loading box 
cars to the ceilings. 

;, The large quantities of waste pa- 
‘per which accumulate as the manu- 
facturing steps progress are care- 

fully collected and emerge from a 
j huge baler to be returned to the 
paper mills and agaln turned into 
! olls of paper In keeping with the 
conservation of paper made neces- 
‘sary by the war effort, the fibre box i 
company is now printing on all con- | 
| talners the following plea to users: ! 
! "For defense-—save and sell this | 
empty carton as waste paper." j 


bo ia 
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An unusual feature of manufac- 
ture is the .die-making activity at 
the local plant, dies being made in 
many intricate forms to die punch 
corrugated paper In designs re- 
‘uuired by special types of boxes. 
For example, the boxes made for 
shipping baby chicks must have 
‘small semicircular, cuts made to 
!permit the shipper to punch out 
such holes as may be neded to sup- 
iplay air to the chicks, dependent 
upon weather conditions. Dies in 
‘many sizes and forms are kept in 
large filing racks, ready for imme- 
diate use. 


Market Far and Wide. 


|; Boxes for all kinds of products 
are shipped to points all over the 
Country dally. A visitor to the plant 
will find the shippers loading box 
'«ars consigned to Detroit, St. Louis, 
Chicago, Cicero, lll, and Muncie, 
lind., for instance, and also loading 
into one car for a Spencer, Towa, 
hatchery enough boxes to ship one 
‘million baty chicks. 
! Many boxes are supplied to pack- 
ers of hettled goods of all kinds, 
the contalners being supplied with 
jcriss-crossed inner liners of corru- 
gated paper to provide protection of 
each bottle from the other and to 
keep all of the contenta a safe dis- 
lance from the sides of the box. 
Among uther articles packaged in 
,boxes made at the local plant are 
fine face brick and tlle made at one 
of the Brazil clay products works. 
Paper comes into the plant in 
[huge rolls froin the mills by railroad 
car and truck. It is stored in a 
‘great two-story warehouse, from 
¿which it Is hoisted by a traveling 
crane to a platform near the corru- 
gator machines. Rolls of paper are 
fed into the machines in several 
strips, meshed gears giving one of 
the strips the wavy shape of the 
“corrugation and other strips being 
:glued top and bottom to the corru- 
gated strip. 


The finished strip emerges from 
the other end of the long machine 
at the rate of 350 feel a minute, be- 
| ing cut to exact widths and lengths 
by a large staniping cutter and 
roller cutters. Workmen seize the 
strips and pass them on too thers, 
who perform other cutting and 
ishaping uperations and the placing 
of strips which bind edges together. 
Boxes of some types are stitched or 
stapled by wire stitching machines 
¿and cutting operations are per- 
formed not only with roller cutters 
but also with band saws. Other 
i workmen are engaged constantly in 
running flat parts of boxes through 
the huge cylinder presses which 
print customers’ labels and trade- 
marks in several colors. ad 

Employes of the Wabash Fibre 
Bux Company were hosts and host- 


jesses lo the “management at a 
Christmas purty given in the May- 
flower Room of the Terre Haute 


tfouse during the holiday season, 
lat which time all employes who had 
‘heen with the company for tifteen 
‘years or more were presented with 
watches as 
‘tong service, 


testimonials of their | 
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b tS oe MANUFACTURERS OF CORRUGATED PAPER PRO CTS 
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TERRE HAUTE. INDIANA 


yt 


January 3, 1958 DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Vigo County Historical Society 
Box DOR ET RS R. #7 

Terre Haute, Indiana 
Attention: Mr. C. Weir Kirk 


Gentlemen: 


It is our understanding that you have purchased in the 
past corrugated boxes for use in storing historical records, 


We would be most pleased the opportunity to discuss your 
requirements at your convenience. Our plant is equiped anc ideally 
situitated to offer prompt service in a competitive field. 

Hoping to hear from you in the near future, we remain, 

Yours very truly, 
WABASH FIBRE BOX COMPANY 
^ > } / Bis 
Lae X ecrit 
R. L. Robinson 
Sales Department 


VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBnAr* 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


GENERAL OFFICES: TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA * PLANTS AT TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA AND CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


CHEMIE 
REFER: DLL TELEPHONE. CRAWFORD 7064 


Wabash Fibre Dox Company 


Ammended February 12, 194€, five directors and acknowledged 


September 15, 1924. 1500 shares, 100.00 each. Fifty years. 


Willism Myers Terre Haute, Indiana 
Ward S. Hubbard Terre Haute, Indiana 


Walter. C."7Ely Terre Haute, Indiana 


Ward 3. Hubbard---President 


L.I. Mattern-------Secretary 


Wabash Fibre Bo 
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Wabash n [d AA Dr. Ge Horn of Indiana 
Division of the Weston Paper|State University’s psychology 
‘and Manufacturing Co. will|department will talk to the 
host the thrice-annual Con-|group and lead a discussion on 
tainer Industrial Conference to|employe motivation at the Fri- 
be at the Terre Haute House|day morning session, following 
this week, commencing with a|which the meeting will conclude 
reception Wednesday evening with a noon luncheon. 

and continuing through Friday.| Companies represented and 


Corrugated container indus-| ^ ASTON URN "ond 
try officials from as far away|eaeh are: Olin Ea TE INGO 
as Louisiana and New Jersey En! d [es d Clifton NI 
will be among the more than 40/82 6: Waldorf VAM S Products: 
persons registered from the Minneapolis Minn. — 3: Green 
nine packaging firms compris- Ba Packaging TEES Bay 
ing the industry association, wi 4: Hercules Bon Gord 
which is celebrating its "golden| "' !5- Ne NU Ohio — 3: Me. 
anbivespary meeting" with ‘the FA Corporation, Menasha 
local event. |Wis. — 5; Lawrence Paper Com- 

abs . |pany, Lawrence, Kan. —2; Lan 

Featured speaker at the din-|7i “Division of Consolidated 
ner session to be at 7 p.m. Packaging Corp., Chicago, Ill. 
Thursday in the hotel's Blue|. . 4. and Wabash Fibre Box 
Room will be Harry Bettendorf Company, Division The Weston 
of Bettendorf Publications, Inc., Paper and Manufacturing Co. 
Chicago, publisher of Paper- Terre Haute Plant — 10. 
‘board Packaging magazine, Of- 
ficial Board Markets and other 
trade publications. B. J. Mc- 
Mahon, general manager of Wa- 
bash Fibre's Terre Haute plant, 
will welcome the visiting digni- 
taries and chair the Thursday 
evening program. j 

A plant tour of the Wabash 
Fibre facilities at 2000 N. 19th 
St. will officially open the meet- 
ing, starting at 8:30 a.m. Thurs. 
day. The balance of the day 
will be spent in clinic sessions 
on various technical aspects of 
the corrugated contajner in. 
dustry under the chairmanship 
of Ed Carpenter, division en 
gineer of the local box-making 
‘firm. 


Lai 


Wabash Fibre. 
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NY 
omeny , YN Box Company. 
Division of thc Weston Paper 
and Manufacturing Co... has 
beén named to “receive. the Ven- 
dor Award for outstanding per- 
formance ' by’ RCA/Consumer 
Electronics Division. 


The award, which is, made 
quarterly, is based on. consis- 
tenily góod product quality, de. 
pendahie service and other ven- 
dor performance. factors from 
vi among the various suppliers of 
T the RCA/Consümer Electronics 

" Division, to Whom | ‘Wabash 
Fibre is a "majür^ "supplier of 
corrugated packaging: 


M. Representing RCA in present- 
VENDOR AWARD — Presented on a quarterly basis, the ven- Pictured [rom left are: Charles Martin. William. “Dowden. (ing. the award were: Gregg Š; 
dor award was given this time to the Wabash Fibre Box Marshall Hubbard. Gregg Williams, Ron Hanks, Ned) Turner; |W liams, managing buyer e 
Company, Division of The Weston Paper and Manufacturing’ Mark: Fisk, Bernard MeMahon, and Richard Kalons. (Photo, ieabinet punpa Richard 4 
Co. The award is based on. consistently good. product quality, by Kadcl) & 0 * Bp ig ons Herds PEDE de 
- dependable serwie a drati «ve seudan " performance Be ead fuut Imm RE LL e — 9 cT ei ————- Bloomington. Ind. 
Terre Haute “plant. - Officials 
‘accepting the award on ‘behalf 
pt all Wabash d employes 
were: Bernard J. "McMahon, 
vice president and general man- 
Rger; Mark Fisk: safes man- 
ager: Ronald Hanks,’ _2dminis- 
trative manager; and; iliam 
Dowden, sales: representative. - 
Other official nf "Weetnn at 
fending the awardliptdsent aban! 
iyere: Marshall © un “Humare 
president; Fawards T S Turners 
executive vice "prbsidán ui ame 
J. R. Pfeenig;t general sa y» 
manager- of "the res gp " 
Division. (6) COE 
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which is made aging buyer cabinet: pur 
on ztáéh 2 Ridbatd- ICAS Kalons, 


dable service and  othees Hardy. vebadte rie!" 

E [actors'* KeécpuRE the award on behalf 
ee suppliers otat al" Wabash fibre ‘employes | 
‘Consumer Electronics! were’ ie e J MeMahon.| 
i and -géneral)) 
Mark Fisk,” ‘sales 

who presented the award#manager; »/RonaMd^rHanks, 
|.Greg K. Williams. mameomiüstrative "manger: ' wna] 
Weta! Dow tain! sales. “repre 
(som atrve: mie d 
vue csi tbrrizis Y ex- 
wased "to altend (he ward 
ceremony were Matshall T. Hub 
bard, president; Edward T. 


5 "A Turner, expe ice ypresi- 
ommuni Har dent; and f Kan general 
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Box Improvement. 
Plan Completed 


The Wabash Fibre Box Co. 
plant, 2000 N. 19th St., has com- 
pleted a two-year plant improve- 
ment program, it was announced 
Thursday. 

The improvement program) 
includes several innovations that 
are new in the United States. 
It involved the installation of 
several major items of new|| 
equipment, including two pieces 
costing more than  $250.000, 
along with a complete realign- 
ment of the plant’s production! 
layout and addition of about, 


plant has about 400 employes. 

One of the major new equip-| 
ment items is an S&S plexo- 
graphic printer-slotter folder- 
dluer, which accepts box blanks 
‘from the corrugating machine 
and scores, slots, trims, prints 
one or two colors, folds and 
glues the finished box. 

- Another of the new pieces is| 
à Ward flexographie rotary die- 
cutter, which prints, die cuts, 
slots and scores, converting the 
‘corrugated blanks into a fin- 
ished die-cut item. 


3,000 feet of prime manutactur- í Both of these ultra-modern 


ing space. 

Wabash Fibre Box Co. is a 
division of the Weston Paper 
and Manufacturing Co. 

The new equipment, part of 
the first real technological 
breakthrough in the industry in 
a number of years, is the most 
technically advanced availabl 
for the manufacture of cor; 
rugated containers, the plant 4 


boxmaking machines utilize the 
new flexographic prin ting 
process, which is a recent inno- 
vation in the corrugated con- 
tainer industry. Because of its 
faster ink-drying qualities, this 
innovation permits improved 
production processes and faster 
delivery schedules. 

Cost of these two machines 
alone has exceeded a quarter 


primary product. With thig of a million dollars. 


addition, the local plant ber 


Substantial capital improve- 


comes one of the most modern, ments have been necessary to 
as well as one of the larger obtain more efficient operation 
such plants in the country. The in order to keep pace with ris- 
3 ing Costs of operation, accord- 

ing to B. J. McMahon, vice 

president and general manager. 


of the Terre Haute plant. 


= The building addition of audi 


3,000 square feet of prime manu- 
facturing space extends the 
over-all size of the Terre Haute: 
plant to well more than 200,000 
isquare feet of space and makes 
‘it one of the largest plants of 
its kind in the country. 

Currently the plant is com- 
pleting its 45th year of operation 
in 1969, having commenced oper- 
ations at its present location in 
1924. 

Wabash Fibre Box Company) 
Division also operates corru-, 
gated box plants in Chicago and, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., where an en. 
argement and modernization’ 
also is under way. 

The Weston Paper and Manu- 
facturing Co., also has a paper- 
board mill in St. Marys, Ohio, as 
well as locally. Executive staff 
joffices of the company are main- 
tained at 2001 N. 19th St. 

In its five operations, the com- 
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Wabash Fibre d Sent didvctes 


Bemard J. McMahon, vice president and general man- 
ager, Terre Haute plant of Wabash Fibre Box Co. Division 
of the Weston Paper and Manufacturing Co., has an- 
nounced the promotions of two long-time employees. 

Bill L. Davis, 41, who has been with the firm 23 years, 
has been named general superintendent, and William L. 
Higgins, 36, who has 15 years’ service, has been promoted 
to the position of shift superintendent. 

Davis previously served as press department foreman , 
and printing superintendent. He succeeds Harold Vaughn, 
who retired after 43 years of service with Wabash Fibre 
Box. 

Higgins previously served the firm as press department 
foreman. He succeeds Lester Pastorius, another long-time 
company employee, who retired after 46 years of service. 

In addition to the Terre Haute plant, the Wabash Fibre 
Box division operates corrugated box facilities at Lex- 
ington, Ky., Fort Wayne and Chicago. Weston’s mill 
division operates a containerboard mill at Terre Haute, 
where the firm’s corporate headquarters is located. 
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Employee 


— Bernard J. McMahon, vice. presi- 
dent and general manager of the 
Terre Haute Plant of Wabash Fibre 
Box Co. Division The Weston Paper 
and Manufacturing Co., has an- 
nounced the promotions of two long- ` 
time employees. 

The two employees are Bill L. 
Davis, 41, with 23 years of service to 
the firm, and William L. Higgins, 36, 
who has been with the company 15 
years. Y 
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At Wabash Fibre Box 


Davis hag been named general su- 
perintendent, and Higgins has been 


promoted to the position of shift 
superintendent. 

Davis previously served as press 
department foreman and printing su- 
perintendent. He succeeds Harold 
Vaughn, who retired-after 43 years of 


service with Wabash Fibre Box. 
Higgins previously ered the firm 
as press department 

succeeds Lester Pastorius. 
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84.141975 — 
A ERA. buik 1975 j 
container designed bethe ,Wa-| 
bash Fibre. Box © apany for, 
General F60ds Conporation was. 
named a Silver Award winner! 
in the "Boxes for Food Products"! 
category of the 1974 Fibre Box| 
Association design competition. 
The sturdy, reusable contain-| 
er is much lower in cost than 
the metal bins previously used] 
to move bulk bread from region- | 
al bakeries’ to the central food | 
processing plant. u A | 
The container is self- locking. | 
and features outstanding ack "ü 
ing strength. It is ideal for n-| 
ging with fork lift trucks. ' 
The award was presented dur-' 
ing the public exhibit of entries 
in the ten Ox. Competition “for ; 
Association members. The mem- 
bership — 192 corrugated andi 
solid fibre manufacturers —i 
prcduces ber ceni of | 


creative appro oaches to the pack- 
aging needs of custoniers. 
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WAREHOUSE SPACE FOR 
WABASH FIBRE BOX CO. 
—— — 


To provide warehouse facilities 

for raw materials, the Wabash 
| Fibre Box Company is engaged in 
EI buildings on the site of 
| the Norih Baltimore Glass Com- 
pany plant and also in the con- 
struction of a new bullding, it was 
learned Tuesday following the an- 
nouncement that the old glass com- 
pany site had been transferred to 
the fibre box concern. 

Ward S. Hubbard, president of 
the Wabash Fibre Box Company. 
said that additional warehouse 
space has been needed by the com- 
pany for some time, and that the 
North Baltimore buildings are being 
used for this purpose because of 
their convenient location in proxim- 
ity to the box company plant. The 
warehouse site is east of the Chi- 
cago & Eastern Illinois Railroad 
and north of Maple avenue, a few 
blocks from the Wabash Fibre Rex 
Company planton North Nineteenth 
street. 
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> WABASH FIBRE BOX COMPANY 
2000 North 19th Street, Terre Haute, Indiana 


Manufacturers of corrugated paper boxes and al- 
lied products. 
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WABASH FIBRE BOX COMPANY 


Wabash Fibre Box Company, manufacturers of corrugated 
paper products, was founded in 1924 at 2000 North 19th Street, 
Terre Haute, Indiana. Since that date the company has progressed steadily 
and at the present time there are 350 people employed in the organization. 
Sales organizations are maintained in Chicago, Illinois; 
St. Louis, Missouri; and Indianapolis, Indiana; and salesmen cover all 
of the Midwest. Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Ohio, and Kentucky are 
the prime markets although the entire nation is covered by the Agricultural 
Specialties division. Most of the sales department employees are 
Terre Haute people and were educated in the city schools. This department 
is headed by C. He Hutchins, sales manager, a graduate of Wiley High 
School. 
The office force is comprised of men and women who, for 
the most part, were educated in this city, and the office manager is 


Paul Bartholome, a graduate of Garfield High School. 


The production unit employs approximately 300 people who 


work shift work. The shifts are 6:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M., 2:00 P.M. to 
10:00 P.M., and 10:00 P.M. to 6:00 A.M. In other words, the factory 
operates 24 hours a day. 

The employees! bargaining unit is Local 1041 of the United 


Paperworkers of America C.I.0. Nearly all of our production employees 


are men and women who were educated in the Terre Haute schools. 


The head of the production department is C. J. Campbell, 
assistant general manager, a graduate of Garfield High School. 

The raw materials; namely, paper; are manufactured as 
listed. 

The straw (corrugating material) is made here in Terre Haute, 
Indiana, by The Weston Paper and Manufacturing Co. and is shipped to our 
warehouse by truck. 

The jute liners are produced in St. Marys, Ohio, by The 
Weston Paper and Manufacturing Co. and are shipped to our warehouse 
by truck. 

The kraft liners are manufactured in the South and shipped 
to us by rail. 

The chip stock is made in Joliet, Illinois, and is shipped 
to the factory by truck and rail. 

Corn starch is used as the adhesive and is shipped to the 
plant by truck from Argo, Illinois, and Keokuk, Iowa. 

Wabash uses regular Indiana stoker coal in the boiler and 
uses approximately 625 tons per year. 

The president of the company is W. S. Hubbard and the 
general manager is M. T. Hubbard, à graduate of State High School here 
in the city. 

Mr. We S. Hubbard and M. T. Hubbard have always operated 


the plant end business with the interest of the employee and community 


uppermost in their minds. 


Each year the company has a picnic for employees and their 


families. This year approximately 1,000 persons attended this event. 


a 


A Christmas party is held annually at the Terre Haute House 
for the group. About 500 individuals normally attend this. 

Also at Christmastime, the company gives a bonus to all 
employees; this past Christmas approximately $60,000 was distributed to 
them. 

The company has a 15-year club made up of employees 
who have been with the company 15 years or longer. The employee is given 
a watch at the completion of 15 years service. At the present time 
there are 107 members of this club. 

We at Wabash Fibre Box Company feel it is a fine place to 
work and feel that Terre Haute, Indiana, is a fine place to live and want 
to thank the school systems in our community for the work they have done 


in supplying us with the type people we have working here. 


INTERESTING COMPARISONS USING ACTUAL DATA FROM OUR RECORDS 


PAPER eee We use approximately 10,500 tons of straw paper per year. 
We use 33,200 tons of all grades of paper per year. 
Assuming that all paper was delivered by truck, this would 
amount to 3,320 truckloads of incoming material per year. 


SOURCE OF MATERIAL -- Our kraft liner comes from Louisiana, Georgia, Florida, 
end West Virginie; our so-called jute liner comes from Ohio; 
our straw corrugating medium is made here in Terre Haute. 


Our total raw material purchases, including miscellaneous supplies, 
amount to $3,500,000 annually. Of this amount, $1,500,000 is spent 
in the city of Terre Haute for the straw corrugating medium and 

for miscelleneous supplies. 


PRODUCTION -- In one complete year's operation we will fabricate 500,000,000 square 
feet of combined box board. This would completely cover an aree 
of 18 miles square. 


We use 364 miles of paper in a strip four feet wide per dey, or 
equal to a distance from Terre Heute to Detroit. We use 109,200 miles 
of paper four feet wide per yeer which would circle the earth four 


times. 
SHIPMENTS -- We will ship en average of 3,200 tons of finished meterial per month 


or 38,400 tons per year. This would amount to 6,400 truckloads 
in a year, or 22 trucks per day. 


TAXES | --- Our local taxes amount to $22,000 per year. 
Gross income tax emounts to approximately $10,000 per year. 


We have a totel payroll of over $1,000,000 annually. 
There are 326 employees who collectively have 530 dependents making 
a total of 856 people dependent on the company for their livelihooc. 


We have en insurance plan in effect on all employees which - 


le Provides life insurance 
2. Provides hospitalization end surgical benefits. 


